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THE OCCURRENCE AND AVAILABILITY OF SILICEOUS ROCKS AROUND THE PALAEOLITHIC SITE OF BUSAG. ..

The occurrence and availability of siliceous rocks around the Palaeolithic
site of Busag-Coasta Busagului (Maramures county, North-Western
Romania)

ALEXANDRU CIORNEI

Cuvinte cheie: Bazinul Carpatic; materii prime locale; jasp; opal; calcedonie
Keywords: Carpathian Basin; local raw materials; jasper; opal; chalcedony

1. Introduction

In North-Western (NW) Romania, Palaeolithic sites such as Boinesti-Coasta Boinestilor, Remetea-
Somog I and II, Calinesti I-IV, and Turulung-Dealul Pustiu (in the Oas Depression, Satu Mare
county) have lithic assemblages covering the Late Mousterian, the Middle Aurignacian, the
Gravettian and the Late Gravettian (Bitiri 1972). With a more isolated position (probably due to a
research bias), Busag-Coasta Bugagului site (Baia Mare Depression, Maramures county) provided
two lithic assemblages pertaining to the Early Aurignacian and the Late Gravettian (Bitiri 1971;
Bitiri, Carciumaru 1984). For a different cultural assignation of the Upper Palaeolithic (UP)
assemblages see Dobrescu (2008).

Based on typological grounds and the use of obsidian as a raw material, the Aurignacian
assemblages from NW Romania were considered to be similar to those from sites in Eastern
Slovakia, (Barca I-II, Tibava, Kechnec I, Sena I in KoS$ice basin) (Bitiri 1972, 113-116; Bitiri,
Carciumaru 1980, 71), Southern Poland (Krakovie-Soviniec) and Transcarpathian Ukraine
(Uzhorod, Berehove I-II) (Paunescu 1970, 20; Dobrescu 2008, 199). Based on the same criteria, the
Gravettian assemblages from NW Romania were considered similar to those in Eastern Slovakia
(Cejkov I and Kasov), North-eastern Hungary (Sagvar, Dunafoldvar, Szegedothalom), and
Transcarpathian Ukraine (Uzhorod, Mukachevo, Berehove) (Bitiri 1972, 118-120; Bitiri 1980, 35-36;
Bitiri, Carciumaru 1984, 103-104). The presence of “Prut flint” at Calinesti I and the use of obsidian
and flint in the Late Gravettian sites from Transcarpathian Ukraine has been used as an argument,
along with typological similarities, to link the Late Gravettian assemblages from NW Romania to
those on the Middle Dniester Valley (Bitiri 1969, 526, 529-530; Bitiri 1972, 118-120).

Anchored in this regional context (but with an older Aurignacian assemblage in comparison with
those from Oas Depression), the new archaeological investigations at Busag-Coasta Busagului site
(systematic excavations in 2016-2017 by a French-Romanian team, salvage excavations in 2019 by
the Institute of Archaeology in Bucharest) offers a renewed opportunity to integrate the known
information regarding the UP raw material acquisition patterns with the geo-archaeological data
on local raw materials derived from recent field surveys (see Section 5). Before that we shall take a
short detour and review the information regarding the raw materials used at the UP sites from
NW Romania (Section 2).

2. Previous work regarding the lithic raw materials and their provenance

Both the Middle and the Upper Palaeolithic assemblages from the sites in NW Romania are
dominated by locally available rocks (under 50 km) such as variously coloured opals, quartzite
and sandstone river cobbles, volcanic tuff, and silicified clay (Bitiri 1972, 32-55; see Table 1), but
also some good quality raw materials of possible distant provenance.

This presentation will start with some of the less frequent but more alluring raw materials used in
the UP assemblages of NW Romania. The presence of good quality raw materials, such as black
translucent and patinated obsidian, fine-grained silex (dark greyish, dark blueish, dark coffee and
blackish), and reddish radiolarite (Bitiri 1972, 32-55; Bitiri 1980, 32; Bitiri, Carciumaru 1984, 85, 97),
has been noted from the beginning. Bitiri (1969, 521; 1972, 46) mentioned the presence in both
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assemblages from Calinesti I of artefacts made in a bluish cretaceous flint (with whitish patina)
from the Prut-Dniester area. Dobrescu (2008, 199) claimed the presence of Swiciechow flint from
the Southern Polish Mountains in the Aurignacian assemblage from Busag. Except the obsidian
(see below), the provenance of these materials has not been established, and only in recent years
there has been some proof of their remote (long-distance, above 100 km) provenance: 1) two
samples of grey flints from the Aurignacian assemblages of Boinesti and Busag have chemical
signatures very similar to samples from the Hungarian UP and are presumed to originate in the
Prut/Volhynia area (Astalos, Kasztovszky 2009, 139); 2) 8 samples of dark grey and medium grey
translucent very fine-grained flint from Busag, Remetea-Somos I and Boinesti were found to be
petrographically similar to samples from Oselivka-Chisla Nedjimova (UP site) from the Middle
Dniester valley (Ciornei, Maris 2018).

Amongst the raw materials used in the UP assemblages from NW Romania, silicified clay (Bitiri
1972, 39-40, 46) or yellowish-whitish silicified clay (Bitiri 1972, 86-87) is mentioned at Remetea-
Somog I and Calinesti I, while yellowish-brown siliceous marl (Tuffreau et al. 2013, 11) and black
argillaceous schist (Paunescu 2001, 484) were cited at Boinesti-Coasta Boinegtilor. Their provenance
has not been indicated, though all the authors cited seem to consider this material to be of local
origin. In a recent study (Ciornei, Maris 2018), a dark grey-brownish siliceous mudstone and a
black radiolarian chert were macroscopically and petrographically confirmed in several UP
assemblages from NW Romania (including UP findings around Sighetu Marmatiei). These have
petrographic similarities with the well-known “Aduia black schist” (as coming from a similar
geological deposit), but deposits with siliceous mudstones can be found closer (such as those in
Botiza-Viseu de Jos area, Maramures county)..

One of the most eye catching raw materials used in these sites is the obsidian, with a history of
establishing its provenance which has had a sinuous trajectory. Though chemical analyses were
performed very early on obsidian artefacts from prehistoric sites in Transylvania (amongst them a
piece from the Gravettian layer of Remetea-Somos I), Paunescu (1970, 86, 88, 227) considered Tokaj-
PreSov as the provenance area of these materials based only on bibliographical grounds. Despite
the lack of geological sources (Bitiri 1972, 110; Nandris 1975, 85-91), the presence of obsidian
artefacts in almost all of the UP sites from NW Romania (reaching the highest percentages at
Remetea-Somos I), in most cases as end-products, cores and cortex removal flakes (contrasting to
materials transported on long-distances as cores and end-products), has been considered as
reflecting a local provenance (Bitiri 1972, 40, 110; Bitiri, Carciumaru 1984, 98). The chemical
analyses of obsidian pieces from UP sites in Romania (amongst others, samples from Remetea-
Somos I and Busag-Coasta Busagului) and perlite samples from Orasu Nou (Satu Mare county)
provided inconclusive results suggesting their provenance from a geological source-province
including the Tokaj area (Carciumaru et al. 1985, 571, 577-578). Based on the findings of obsidian
cobbles near Lapus (the confluence of Tinoasa creek with Lapus river) and in the gravels of Botiza
creek near Poiana Botizii village, Paunescu (2001, 76-77) considered this area as a possible supply
source for the UP sites in NW Romania (but when one looks at these obsidian pieces immediately
notices that is actually glass slag, a by-product from industrial processes). Despite the absence of
geological sources, Dobrescu (2008, 153, 200) argued a local provenance for the obsidian artefacts
based on technological (the high number of end-products, cores and waste-products) and
geological grounds (that obsidian generally occurs together with perlite). This last argument (of
the perlite from Orasu Nou as a proxy for an obsidian source, see Nandris 1975, 90) has been the
base of the study conducted by Carciumaru et al. (1985, 567).
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This lead (perlite as proxy for obsidian) has been chased also by Paunescu (2001, 77), Tuffreau et al.
(2013, 11) and Crandell (2014, 80), only to turn up empty, in accordance with the lack of obsidian
sources in this area as pointed out by Nandris (1975, 90). The perlite is a devitrified and hydrated
glass by the actions of hydrothermal solutions (Williams, Nandris 1977, 208). The perlite from
Orasu Nou makes no exception, as it has been altered during the regional hydrothermal processes
associated with the Sarmatian and Pannonian volcanism (Birlea 1969; Stan, Birlea 1967; Sagatovici
et al. 1960; Stanciu 1972). Thus it can be excluded the possibility of an obsidian source, used in the
past by the UP people in NW Romania, and since then altered to perlite (as seems to be implied by
Culicov et al. 2012, 610). In a more recent study (Astalos, Kasztovszky 2009, 139), the chemical
analysis of obsidian artefacts from UP sites in NW Romania (Busag and Calinesti I) provided
inconclusive results regarding their provenance from the Carpathian sources. Only very recently
(Dobrescu et al. 2018, 123-124), the chemical analysis of 232 obsidian artefacts from the UP
assemblages of NW Romania (Busag, Remetea-Somos I, Calinesti I, Boinesti and Turulung)
confirmed both the Slovakian (C1) and the Hungarian (C2) supply sources, but also showed that a
number of artefacts from the Aurignacian layer of Busag and the Gravettian layer from Calinesti I
were supplied from the Ukrainian source (C3).

The predominant raw material used at the UP sites from the Oas Depression has been described as
opal of various colours or grading shades, white-dark bluish-grey and yellowish-rusty or coffee-
brown with an inhomogeneous structure (Nicoldescu-Plopsor, Kovacs 1959, 37-38; Bitiri 1972, 100).
Based on a mineralogical analysis, these opals were described as sedimentary rocks silicified under
the action of hydrothermal solutions (Bitiri 1972, 100). The same researcher used the term “volcanic
tuffs” for volcanic rocks (glasses) with various degrees of purity. In the Oas Depression, these
rocks have a widespread and abundant occurrence as massive deposits or as pieces of various
sizes transported by waters on slopes and valleys (Bitiri 1972, 100). Between Racsa and Racsa Vii
villages there are numerous opal boulders and flakes of various sizes (Bitiri 1972, 58). In the place
called , La Cremene” near Racsa village there are blocks of a greyish silex and opal (also found in
the UP assemblages), many of which bear intentional knapping negatives suggesting that this
could be a possible raw material supply location (Bitiri 1972, 58). In smaller proportions, these
assemblages also contain artefacts made on sandstone and quarzitic river cobbles gathered from
nearby gravels. Regarding the raw materials from the Aurignacian layer of Boinesti-Coasta
Boinestilor, Nicoldescu-Plopsor, Kovacs (1959, 38) remarked a non-local good quality silex (of
volcanic origin) which can be found at Baita and on Ferneziul valley (and its tributary Cremenisul
valley, north of Baia Mare). The raw materials from Busag-Coasta Busagului were described in the
same terms as the ones from Oas Depression (Bitiri, Carciumaru 1984, 85; see Table 1), only that
the opal has white, pink and yellow colours with inclusions. These raw materials are found
plentifully in Tdauasul and Somes gravels and in natural slope deposits (Bitiri, Carciumaru 1984,
85).

Re-evaluating the UP assemblages of Busag-Coasta Busagului, Paunescu (2001, 467, 470) described
the predominant local raw materials as silex, opal and jasper. For the UP assemblages in Oas
Depression, Paunescu (2001, 484, 523) gives a personal account only for Boinesti and Remetea-
Somos I, both of them dominated by opal. In the chapter regarding the raw material supply
sources, Paunescu (2001, 75) mentions volcano-sedimentary rocks (marls, sandstones and tuffs)
near Turt-Bdi village and the occurrence of green-yellowish and brown opal as irregular and
discontinuous veins at Bixad-Dealul Dambonului (here he makes reference to a paper by Edelstein
et al. 1989 that also describes siliceous rocks from Bdita, Valea Rosie and Firiza valleys but which
are not described by Paunescu). Closer to Busag, on the southern slope of Porcului Hill (Ilba-
Cicarlau area), Paunescu (2001, 76) notes the sedimentary deposits with greyish hard tuffs (with
conchoidal fracture and sharp edges) and brownish-reddish or whitish hard silex (he is referencing
papers by lorgulescu 1955 and Givulescu 1967).



THE OCCURRENCE AND AVAILABILITY OF SILICEOUS ROCKS AROUND THE PALAEOLITHIC SITE OF BUSAG. ..

For the Aurignacian assemblage from Busag-Coasta Busagului site, Dobrescu (2002, 5; 2008, 93)
describes the local raw materials as chalcedony, opal and jasper, materials that make up around
94% (similar to the percentage of opal given by Bitiri, Carciumaru 1984, 85). The Aurignacian
assemblages from Oas Depression are dominated by jasper, opal and chalcedony of local origin
(Dobrescu 2008, 126, 132, 139, 148). Dobrescu (2008, 199) considered these raw materials as
sedimentary rocks silicified under the action of hydrothermal solutions (the same definition
originally provided by Bitiri 1972, 100). Dobrescu (2008) did not provide its own description for the
above mentioned raw materials, but offered the following definitions: jasper represents a fine-
grained sedimentary siliceous rock (a diagenetic product of radiolarite) of reddish, brownish,
yellowish, greenish and pinkish colours (Dobrescu 2008, 103 apud Anastasiu 1999, 76), material that
crops out near Poiana Botizii village (Dobrescu 2008, 103 apud Paunescu 2001, 75); chalcedony is a
cryptocrystalline variety of quartz, from banded to botryoidal structure, with coloured varieties
being agate, onyx, sardonyx, cornelian, chrysopras (Dobrescu 2008, 109 apud Anastasiu 1999, 29-
30); opal is a hydrated amorphous variety of silica from colourless to yellow, ochre, red, green and
black (Dobrescu 2008, 116 apud Anastasiu 1999, 96). According to this researcher (personal
communication by R. Dobrescu, 9th June 2017), she conducted field surveys in the Oas-Maramures
area during 2004-2006 and gathered pieces of the mentioned raw materials from Ilba, Firiza and
Poiana Botizii valleys, materials which are now stored at the Institute of Archaeology in Bucharest.
Given the definition provided, one can draw the conclusion that in this researcher’s opinion
(Dobrescu 2008, 103, 199) the jasper from the UP sites in NW Romania is either not a hydrothermal
siliceous rock (see above the two contradicting statements) or was not procured from immediate
local sources (but from more remote ones such as Poiana Botizii where there are jasper outcrops as
per the definition provided, at a distance under 50 km East from Busag and over 50 km from the
Oas sites).

Recent excavations at Boinesti (2005-2006) provided a new description of the raw materials. The
UP assemblages (levels C and C1) are dominated by variously coloured jaspers (around 51%),
intense black slightly translucent, translucent dark grey and yellowish translucent silex (around
35%), followed by sandstone, yellowish-brown siliceous marl, quartzite, obsidian and other
volcanic rocks (Tuffreau et al. 2013, 11, 20). All of these raw materials seem to have a local
provenance, probably the gravels of the Somes river (Tuffreau et al. 2013, 10-11). Near Rasca Vii
village (10 km south of the site) it has been identified an outcrop of stratified cherts (jasper and
radiolarite types, macroscopically similar to the archaeological materials), having a wide variety of
textures and a fairly diverse colour palette (predominantly reddish or yellowish-brown, but also
white, yellow, up to black), hosted in the Middle Jurassic-Eocene (!) deposits (Tuffreau et al. 2013,
11). Note that around Rasca, or any other place in this area, there are no outcropping deposits of
that geological age. The raw materials collected during these field surveys are now stored at the
Institute of Archaeology in Bucharest.

Reviewing the prehistoric supply sources of lithic raw materials from Romania, in the section
piling up geological references containing the word “silex”, Carciumaru et al. (2007, 13) mention
the existence of this material on Piciorul Porcului Hill (Ilba, Maramures county), associated with
tuffs and diatomites (citing papers by Givulescu 1967 and lorgulescu 1955). Carciumaru et al.
(2007, 13) also indicate the existence of siliceous lenses in sand deposits in the same general area
(referring to a paper by Radulescu 1958, erroneously given as from 1960), material later renamed
by D. Radulescu as coffee-reddish or whitish silex strata (here it is referenced a paper by
Réadulescu, Borcos 1968, given with a French title, but actually written in Romanian and containing
no information regarding any “silex strata” in the area around Ilba village!). In the section
cramming up geological references containing the word “jasper”, Carciumaru et al. (2007, 31)
mention the existence of a jasper horizon above the tuff deposits of Sarmatian age on the same
Porcului Hill (quoting the same paper by Givulescu 1967; note that this information regards the
same siliceous material as mentioned above, only doubled up under a different rock name!).
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In a study on lithic sources from NW Romania, Crandell (2014, 75) makes a short bibliographic
review pointing out the occurrence of: “polychrome stratified jasper and opal” near Seini; jasper
and “microcrystalline quartz of different colours (brownish-red and whitish hues) in tuffs and
diatomites” on Piciorul Porcului Hill/Porcului Hill and “sands with lenses of hard siliceous rock”
in the Sarmatian deposits (referring to papers by lorgulescu 1955; Radulescu 1960; Givulescu 1967;
but also to a paper from 1998 by V. Ghiurcd and D. Chira, which I did not read). Through his on
research, Crandell (2014, fig. 1) sampled and described jasper, sinter and opal from: Seini (Seinel
Valley), Ilba (Porcului Valley), Borcutul Valley, Iricdu Peak, Rosie Valley, Firiza, and Baia Sprie.

The new field surveys for siliceous rocks in the Baia Mare area (presented below) draw upon this
narrow background of possible supply sources (given that most of the archaeological information
points up to the occurrences from Porcului Hill near Ilba village), but also upon the different
accounts provided by various authors (M. Bitiri, Al. Pdunescu, R. Dobrescu) for the same raw
materials used at Busag-Coasta Busagului site.

3. Materials and methods

In 2017-2018 a total number of 14 field surveys were carried out in order to assess the occurrence
and availability of knappable siliceous rocks in the Baia Mare area. The field surveys were
performed as one day walks in accordance with the above-mentioned archaeological information
and individual objectives (Table 2). Only stops (sampling and observation points) and field survey
routes from 2018 were recorded with a handheld GPS (Garmin eTrex 35, accuracy of 3-7 m). Stops
and routes in 2017 were located and retraced based on landmarks recorded during the field
surveys (such as specific landscape features, milestones, orientation of the valleys/river course). In
order to assess the availability of siliceous materials, data regarding the surface morphology and
texture for complete samples was recorded during the field surveys (for clasts large enough not to
be carried) and, later, in the laboratory (clast analysis as described in Ciornei 2017, 130).

A review of the geological literature was performed and the mentions to siliceous rocks from the
Baia Mare area were compiled in Table 4. This review has been done after the field surveys were
carried and had no bearing on the way they were designed or executed. This study also does not
provide a petrographic analysis of the collected samples, analysis which is in preparation.
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ALEXANDRU CIORNEI

4. Study area

The study area covers the southern part of the Gutdi Mountains and the northern part of Baia Mare
Depression (Maramures county). A line connecting the Comsa, Tapului, Arsita Mare, Magura
Mare, Frasaneasa, and Ignis peaks represents the northern limit of the study area. The lower Somes
and Sésar river courses represent the southern limit. Seinel and Chiuzbaia valleys are the limits to
the west and, respectively, to the east. In this area, the Gutai Mountains have a massive aspect with
low relief (generally 300-600 m absolute altitude, gradually rising to the north up to 900-1300 m)
and slopes rapidly descending in the lowlands (Radulescu 1958, 156; Gherasi, Bombita 1967, 8-9;
Rosu 1973, 195). The main river valleys are Ilba, Cicarldu, Nistru, Baita and Firiza, generally longer
and with a well-developed middle course receiving numerous tributaries (except Cicarldu). Rivers
such as Seinel, Borcutului, and Chiuzbaia are rather short and narrow and receive numerous
tributaries almost perpendicularly to the main valley (Radulescu 1958, 157).

The Gutai Mountains belong to the Neogene-Quaternary volcanic chain of the Eastern Carpathians
(Transcarpathian area) and are composed of: a pre-Neogene basement with Paleogene flysch
formations (limited to small outcrops in the study area); the Neogene volcanics (Badenian-
Pannonian) represented by andesites, basaltic andesites, dacites and pyroclastics; the Badenian,
Sarmatian and Pannonian molasse deposits outcropping in basins adjacent to the volcanic area;
terrace and deluvial-colluvial Quaternary deposits (Radulescu 1958, 157-181; Chitimus et al. 1967,
317-325; Gherasi, Bombitd 1967: 18-19; Borcos et al. 1972, 9-12, 15-29; Borcos et al. 1973a, 9-11;
Borcos et al. 1973b, 81-83; Kovacs, Fulop 2003, 5; Kovacs et al. 2013, 484; see Fig. 1).

5. Results

The field surveys (details in Table 2, Figs. 2-3) covered a comprehensive area (with a radius of 15-
20 km centred on Busag-Coasta Busagului site) and revealed that siliceous rocks occur in different
geological contexts with a wide range of availability (see distribution in Fig. 1 and details on each
point in Table 3).

Before getting to the point, it should be emphasized that natural or artificial exposures pertinent to
the relationship between siliceous rocks and their primary geological contexts were rarely
encountered (generally covered by forests and vegetation). Thus, the siliceous rocks sampled from
Seinel Valley (Fig. 4/1-3), Porcului Valley (Fig. 4/4-6), Poprad Frumuseaua, Iriciu Peak (Fig. 7/4-
6), Firiza, and most of those from Nistru-Bdita interfluve (Fig. 5 and 6/4-6) have no direct primary
context association. Only in three cases (no. 13, 18 and 23 in Fig. 1) the relationship between the
siliceous rock and its primary geological context has been directly observed (Figs. 6/1-3, 7/1-3,
8/1-2).

During the last field survey aimed at checking the area to the WNW of the site (towards Cicarlau
village), while passing over Coasta Busagului hill it has been encountered an astonishing situation:
freshly cut (and partially asphalted) roads by the side of which numerous lithic artefacts were
found (Figs. 3 and 8/3-6). Thanks to the unauthorized road construction by the mayoralty of
Tautii-Magherdus town the position of the Busag-Coasta Busagului site has been recovered (the
exact position of the site being lost since Bitiri’s excavations and proved to be elusive for the
French-Romanian team in 2016-2017 campaigns).
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ALEXANDRU CIORNEI

Based on macroscopic traits, the siliceous rocks were grouped in the following categories:

A) a multi-coloured yellow mustard-brownish-reddish or reddish material, fine-grained, dull, with
breccia fabric (Figs. 4, 5/6, 9/1); found at locations on Seinel Valley (no. 2-3 in Fig. 1), Porcului
Valley (no. 5 in Fig. 1), Nistru-Baita interfluve (no. 10-12, 16 in Fig 1) and Iricdu Peak (no. 20 in Fig.
1); most of the samples have smoothened surfaces, rarely they have a whitish-yellowish
“tuffaceous” cortex;

B) a rusty brownish with grey/reddish/dark greyish or blackish material, greasy, semi-translucent
(Figs. 5/2-3,5/5, 6/6, 7/4-6, 9/3-4); found at locations on Nistru-Bdita interfluve (no. 10-12, 14-15
in Fig. 1) and Iricdu Peak (no. 20 in Fig. 1); all samples have smoothened surfaces or surfaces
reminding the tree bark fabric;

C) a grey-blueish or whitish (whitish-rosy) material, translucent, greasy lustre, with agate fabric
(Fig. 9/5); found at locations on Seinel Valley (no. 3-4 in Fig. 1), Poprad Frumuseaua (no. 17a in
Fig. 1), and Romand Valley (no. 21 in Fig. 1); some samples have a whitish-rusty “tuffaceous”
cortex;

D) a milky whitish material (sometimes with brownish or reddish dots), dull, coarse, and opaque
(Fig. 9/5); found at locations on Seinel Valley (no. 2 in Fig. 1), Nistru-Bdita interfluve (no. 10 in Fig.
1), Poprad Frumuseaua (no. 17b-17c in Fig. 1), and Chiuzbaia (no. 22 in Fig. 1); samples have
smoothened surfaces; this material has low knapping qualities;

E) a clear grey-whitish material, fine-grained, translucent, greasy lustre (Figs. 6/4-5, 9/6); found at
locations on Nistru-Bdita interfluve (no. 10, 13, 15 in Fig. 1); samples have smoothened surfaces;

F) a grey-brownish material, fine-grained, dull, semi-opaque, with fossils visible to the naked eye
(Figs. 6/1-3, 7/1-3, 9/7); found at locations on Nistru-Baita interfluve (no. 10 and 13 in Fig. 1) and
Poprad Frumuseaua (no. 18 in Fig. 1); this material has smoothened surfaces (especially in
secondary position), but many samples generally retain a whitish-yellowish “tuffaceous” surface
(identified in the primary deposits as a transition material towards the sand/sandstone deposit);
G) silicified blackish mudstone, very fine-grained, opaque, greasy lustre (Figs. 8/1-2, 9/8); found
in primary position on Turburea Valley, left hand tributary of Chiuzbaia (no. 23 in Fig. 1);

H) light grey-whitish sandstone (Fig. 9/8) found at locations on Poprad Frumuseaua (no. 18 in Fig.
1) and Chiuzbaia (no. 22 in Fig. 1);

I) other materials such as incarbonized wood or a dark greyish opaque rock with rusty patina (Fig.
9/8) were found at locations on Nistru-Bdita interfluve (no. 11 and 15 in Fig. 1).

Swiftly, it can be observed that materials from categories A, B, C, and D have a more or less
widespread occurrence, while materials from categories E and F were only identified in the Nistru-
Bdita interfluve and Poprad Frumuseaua. Materials in categories A, B, E, and F seem to be the most
abundant ones, in comparison to others (C and D). More so, all the varieties occur in the
immediate vicinity of the site (2-3 km NNE, Nistru-Bdita interfluve). Materials from categories A, B
and C were also found in a colluvial deposit (no. 6 in Fig. 1) near the archaeological site (less than
0.5 km).

The information resulted from the review of the geological literature regarding siliceous rocks in
the Baia Mare area was compiled in Table 4 and locations added to Fig. 1 (no. 24-50). The
additional information (Table 4) has extended the occurrence area of siliceous rocks to the north of
the locations identified / confirmed through the field surveys.
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Based on the geological context, three major groups of materials can be differentiated: 1) siliceous
rocks (categories A, B, C, D, I from this study, the ones in Table 4) associated with hydrothermally
altered volcanics (in Seini type andesites, Sindileu type dacites, Ulmoasa type pyroxene dacites,
Piscuiatu type quartz andesites, Jereapan type pyroxene and hornblende andesites, the volcano-
sedimentary formation; the hydrothermal activity is of Pannonian age, Kovacs et al. 2013, 484); 2)
siliceous rocks as lenses/tabular bodies in Pannonian sand, sandstone or clay deposits (categories
E and F from this study, and no. 51 and 48-49 in Table 4); 3) silicified/siliceous detrital rocks in
Sarmatian and Pannonian deposits (the sandstones and the mudstone from this study, but also no.
24,57, 38 in Table 4).

The data collected regarding the size and the shape of the clasts allows to describe the availability
of these siliceous materials in the study area. The size of the materials varies from small pebbles to
large cobbles with predominantly angular to subangular contours (Figs. 9). Only materials from
categories A, B and E reach boulder sizes (Figs. 4-8). The material from category F (Fig. 6/1-3, 7/1-
3) occurs in its primary context as large lenses (from decimetre to metres in length and 15-20 cm in
thickness). Clasts of this material (no. 10 in Fig. 1) have angular to subangular contours, pebble to
small cobble sizes, with a compact elongated form (Fig. 11) in agreement with its tabular/lens like
form in the primary deposit.

The two ternary plots (Figs. 10-11) show that the siliceous materials in the study area do not
exhibit any particular shape patterns, neither between sampling locations, nor between
macroscopic categories.

When plotted according to their sizes (Fig. 10), clasts have forms stretching from platy/compact
platy to bladed/compact bladed and elongated/compact elongated (with maximum projection
sphericity average values between 0.67 and 0.84), generally along the continuum from oblate (two
long axes and one short one) to prolate (one long axis and two short ones). When plotted according
to their raw material categories (Fig. 11), clasts have forms from bladed/compact bladed to
compact elongated (with maximum projection sphericity average values between 0.64 and 0.78)
and with a clear prolateness tendency.

6. Discussion and conclusions

Considering the results of the field surveys from 2017-2018 (correlated with the geological
references) it can be stated that various types of siliceous rocks (associated with different
geological contexts), with a high degree of macroscopic variability (different colours, sizes and
knapping qualities, with bladed /compact bladed and compact elongated forms), occur abundantly
throughout the study area. All the macroscopic categories identified at Seini, Ilba, Poprad
Frumuseaua, and Iricdu were also recognised in the immediate vicinity of the site (Nistru-Bdita
interfluve). The geological context indicates that most of the siliceous rocks from the study area are
associated with hydrothermally altered volcanics (categories A, B, C, D, I), but other types of
siliceous rocks occur as lenses in Pannonian sand, sandstone or clay deposits (categories E and F).
Another type of knappable raw materials is represented by the silicified/siliceous detrital rocks
(sandstones and mudstones) found throughout the study area (Sarmatian and Pannonian
deposits). All of these occurrences are considered as local possible supply sources (under 50 km) in
accordance with most definitions used in the reconstruction of UP raw materials procurement
territories (Kaminska et al. 2000, 66; Féblot-Augustins 2009, 38).

Based on a preliminary macroscopic analysis of the artefacts from Busag-Coasta Busagului, the raw
materials identified and sampled from locations in the Nistru-Bdita interfluve cover more or less
all the macroscopic varieties from the archaeological site (compare Fig. 8/6 with Fig. 9). But this is
a matter that will be treated accordingly in a feature study (the petrographic analysis is in
preparation).
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As it has been shown above (Section 2), the archaeological information indicated a local source for
the predominant raw materials from Busag-Coasta Busagului (see Table 1; Paunescu 2001, 76;
Carciumaru et al. 2007, 13, 31) and emphasized the occurrences near Ilba village (relying on a few
geological works such as Iorgulescu 1955, Radulescu 1958; Givulescu 1967), the area around the
site remaining more or less of a blind spot (covered by the vague hint that slope deposits, Tauasul
and Somes gravels contain these raw materials). These field surveys, focusing on the area
surrounding the archaeological site (Coasta Busagului hill, Nistru-Bdita interfluve), proved to be
very successful in identifying various types of siliceous rocks (some of them occurring in other
areas also). The material described in category E may be the one indicated by Nicoldescu-Plopsor,
Kovacs (1959, 38), and even if it is not, this research has confirmed the previous mentions
regarding the occurrence of siliceous rocks around the site and Bdita area (Nicoldescu-Plopsor,
Kovacs 1959, 38; Bitiri, Carciumaru 1984, 85).

A broader spectrum of possible supply sources has been provided by Crandell (2014, 74-75),
confirmed by the field surveys from Seinel Valley, Porcului Valley, Poprad Frumuseaua, and
Iricdu Peak (Fig. 1 and Table 3), but also by the review of geological data (Fig. 1 and Table 4).

The field surveys from Firiza and Chiuzbaia valleys were unsuccessful in verifying the
information given by Crandell (2014). Though Crandell (2014, 74-75) indicated many more
locations for the occurrence of siliceous rocks in this area, he did not discuss the geological context
of the samples he collected and analysed and did not differentiated between them based on this
criterion. Even the petrographic characteristics mentioned by Crandell (2014, 77-80) imply such
divisions. In contrast, the results of this contribution suggest that the siliceous rocks from the study
area can be differentiated based on their geological contexts and macroscopic aspect and is
expected that the petrographic characteristics to support these divisions (pending the petrographic
study, this is only a working theory).

The materials collected by R. Dobrescu from Ilba and Firiza (Fig. 8/2) have similar macroscopic
features with materials from category A (Fig. 8/1). The ones collected by R. Dobrescu from Firiza
(exact location unknown) may come from the source on Vilini Valley (no. 46 in Fig. 1 and Table 4),
and do not seem to be very different (macroscopically) than the ones in category A collected from
Seini and Ilba (in Seini type andesites) or Nistru (in Sindileu type dacites) (see Fig. 9). Given that
they occur in different geological contexts (Table 4) some petrographic and chemical differences
should be expected (Manilici et al. 1985). Based on their geological context and petrographic traits
(Edelstein et al. 1989, 15-16; Crandell 2014, 77-80), these reddish-yellowish-brownish materials are
not jaspers (at least not in the sense defined by Dobrescu 2008, 103). The term jasper is used by
Edelstein et al. (1989) for the occurrences of siliceous rocks from Laposa (Bdita, in Pannonian
pyroxene andesites, jaspers that also occur at Ilba) and Vilini (Firiza) valleys (no. 33 and 46 in Fig.
1 and Table 4), by Givulescu (1967) for the siliceous rocks in tuffs from Piciorul Porcului Hill (no.
53 in Table 4), but also by Crandell (2014, 77-80). This term needs clarifying, as do the others used
in the archaeological, petro-archaeological and geological literature for the siliceous rocks in the
Baia Mare area, but only a petrographic analysis correlated with the geological context of the
samples would allow an acceptable solution to this problem.

Though in small percentages, the presence of silicified clay or marl in the UP assemblages from
NW Romania (see above, Section 2) represents an important fact in discussing the UP raw material
acquisition patterns, especially because some of these materials are suspected to have a meso- (50-
100 km) or extra-local provenance (above 100 km) (Ciornei, Maris 2018). As it can be seen from the
geological data (Table 4), black or grey silicified marlstones and siliceous claystones occur
throughout the area (no. 53, 54, 58, 62, 63, 47, 50 in Table 4). This type of material (a blackish
siliceous mudstone) has only been identified and sampled during the field survey from Chiuzbaia
(no. 23 in Fig. 1). Compared to the geological information, this represents a drawback of the study.
The provenance of the silicified clay or marls from the archaeological sites remains an open
discussion. Further field surveys are needed in order to sample the other geological deposits
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mentioned in the literature and a comparative petrographic (and/or geochemical) study carried
out.

Another drawback of the study seems to be that many of the materials sampled and collected
come from secondary geological deposits (creek and river gravels) or from the surface (on top of
the soil). At first glance this casts doubt on the contribution of this study to the Palaeolithic supply
sources. One might argue that these secondary geological deposits have a Holocene age, thus
questioning the validity of these locations as Palaeolithic sources. Regarding the geological age of
the creek gravels sampled in this study there is no point in trying to advocate for their designation
as Holocene or Pleistocene, because, from the raw material acquisition perspective, these deposits
only represent a proxy: geological deposits similar to those that might have existed during the
Upper Palaeolithic. As to the locations where the siliceous rocks were identified at the surface of
the soil, this seem to be a widespread situation in the area where siliceous rocks are associated
with hydrothermally altered volcanics, the landscape having a ruiniform appearance (Russo 1971,
369).

On the same note, other weak points of this study are represented by: the design and execution of
the field surveys without a prior review of the geological literature; the predominant choice of
survey routs on major valleys (hence the lack of direct observations regarding the relationship
between the siliceous rocks and host-rocks). These have limited the capacity to identify the
siliceous rocks in their proper geological context and to have a first-hand understanding of the
area to the NW of the site (Sindileu Peak).

Also, one can argue that this study brings nothing new to the matter of UP supply sources as the
archaeological literature (see Section 2) showed no uncertainty regarding the local provenance and
the macroscopic variability of the raw materials called opal, jasper, chalcedony, volcanic tuff, and
so forth. Be that as it may, this is the first (petro-archaeological) study that tries to discuss these
raw materials in their proper geological context and has also provided evidence for the occurrence
of siliceous rocks near the archaeological site.
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Ocurenta si disponibilitatea rocilor silicioase in jurul sitului paleolitic de

la Busag-Coasta Busagului (judetul Maramures, Nord-Vestul Romaniei)
(Rezumat)

In 2017-2018 un numar de 14 periegheze au fost realizate pentru a evalua ocurenta si
disponibilitatea rocilor silicioase in zona Baia Mare. Rezultatele cercetdrilor de teren au ardtat ca in
zond se gdsesc din abundentd variate tipuri de roci silicioase (asociate cu diferite contexte
geologice) cu un mare grad de varibilitate macroscopica (diferite culori, dimensiuni, calitdti de
cioplire, cu forme de la lamelar/lamelar compact la prismatic compact). Toate categoriile
macroscopice identificate la Seini, Ilba, Poprad Frumuseaua, si Iricdu au fost recunoscute si in
imediata apropiere a sitului (interfluviul Nistru-Bdita). Contextul geologic sugereaza ca
majoritatea rocilor silicioase din zona de studiu sunt asociate vulcanitelor alterate hidrotermal, in
timp ce alte roci silicioase apar ca lentile in depozite de nisip, gresie sau argild. Un alt tip de
materii prime ce se preteaza cioplirii este reprezentat de roci detritice silicifiate/silicioase (gresii si
argile) ce apar in toatd zona.

Lista tabelelor si figurilor

Tabelul 1. Tipurile de materii prime utilizate in situl Paleolitic superior de la Busag-Coasta
Busagului.

Tabelul 2. Cercetdri de teren in partea sudicd a Muntilor Gutai (zona Baia Mare, judetul
Maramures).

Tabelul 3. Locatii de ocurenta si puncte de esantionare a rocilor silicioase in zona de studiu.
Tabelul 4. Locatii de ocurentd a rocilor silicioase in zona de studiu din bibliografie.

Fig. 1. Harta a zonei de studiu cu situl Paleolitic superior de la Busag-Coasta Busagului (nr. 1) si
locatii de ocurenta cu roci silicioase care se preteaza cioplirii (vezi Tabelele 3 si 4). Harta suport a
fost redesenata si modificatd dupa o bucatd din Foaia Baia Mare (Gherasi et al. 1967); informatia
geologica este in acord general cu Borcos et al. (1973c) si Kovacs et al. (2013). Inset 1A - Locatii pe
Valea Porcului; Inset 1B - Locatii pe interfluviul Nistru-Bdita; Inset 1C - Locatii in zona Borcut-
Iricdu. Hartilea suport pentru insertiile 1A si 1B au fost redesenate dupa Foaia Seini (Borcos et al.
1980), in timp ce 1C a fost redesenata dupa Foaia Firiza (Borcos et al. 1981).

Fig. 2. Harta perieghezelor din 2017 cu locatiile cu roci silicioase ce se preteaza cioplirii (vezi
Tabelul 3).

Fig. 3. Harta perieghezelor din 2018 cu locatiile cu roci silicioase ce se preteaza cioplirii (vezi
Tabelul 3; proiectia este latitudine-longitudine WGS-84).

Fig. 4. Cercetdri de teren in apropiere de satele Seini (1-3) si Ilba (4-6) (judetul Maramures): 1-3.
Roca de bazd expusa si claste de roci silicioase pe albia unui tributar de stanga al raului Seinel
(locatia Se 1); 3-6. Roca de baza expusd si claste de roci silicioase in albia Vaii Porcului (locatia I1-
Por 1-3); ciocanul are 28 cm lungime (fotografii de Al. Ciornei 2017).

Fig. 5. Cercetdri de teren pe interfluviul Nistru-Baita (orasul Tautii-Magherdus, judetul
Maramures): 1-3. Confluenta dintre paraul tributar de stanga si raul Nistru, locatia unde au fost
gdsite numeroase claste de roci silicioase de diferite masuri (punctul GPS Nis 01); 3-6. Zona in care
au fost descoperite claste de roci silicioas la suprafata solului si in pietrisurile altui tributar de
stanga al Nistrului (punctul GPS Nis 03-07); ciocanul are 32 cm lungime (fotografii de Al. Ciornei
2018).

Fig. 6. Cercetari de teren pe interfluviul Nistru-Bdita (satul Baita, judetul Maramures): 1. Lentila de
silicolit gri-maroniu intr-o argild silticd bruna (punctul GPS Bai 02); 2-3. Lentile de silicolit alburiu-
maroniu (15-20 cm grosime) intr-o gresie gri-deschisa slab cimentatd (punctul GPS Bai 04);
ciocanul are 32 cm lungime (fotografii de Al. Ciornei 2018); 4-6. Claste de roci silicioase gri-alburii-
gdlbui sau galbui-maronii pe paraul Pietrarului (un tributar de dreapta al raului Bdita, punctele
GPS Bai 11-14); ciocanul are 28 cm lungime (fotografii de Al. Ciornei 2017).
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Fig. 7. Cercetdri de teren in apropiere de Baia Mare (judetul Maramures): 1-3. Lentila de silicolit
alburiu-maroniu (peste 2.8 m lungime, 0.12-0.20 m grosime) intr-un nisip fin galbui-ruginiu
(Poprad Frumuseaua, punctul GPS Bor 07); 4-6. Claste de roci silicioase de diferite dimensiuni si
culori la suprafata solului pe Varful Iricau (punctele GPS VfIri 01-04); ciocanul are 32 cm lungime
(fotografii de Al. Ciornei 2018).

Fig. 8. Cercetdri de teren in apropiere de Baia Sprie si Baia Mare (judetul Maramures): 1-2. Argilad
silicifiatd de culoare neagra pe paraul Turburea (tributar de stanga al raului Chiuzbaia, punctul
GPS Chiuz 02); 3-5. Aspecte diverse ce prezintd stricdciunile produse de drumurile recent
construite (2018) prin situl arheologic Busag-Coasta Busagului (punctele GPS Bu-CB 01a-01d),
drumuri construite de primaria orasului Tautii-Magherdus fara autorizatie si fara sapatura de
salvare; 6. Artefacte colectate din pamantul deranjat de constructia drumului si de la suprafatd de
pe o parceld aflatd intre drumuri; mira are 10 cm si ciocanul are 32 cm lungime (fotografii de Al
Ciornei 2018).

Fig. 9. Roci silicioase colectate in 2004, 2017-2018; mira are 20 cm lungime (fotografii de Al. Ciornei
2018).

Fig. 10. Diagrama ternara cu claste de roci silicioase (categorii de forma vs. clasele de dimensiuni)
din locatiile de esantionare din cadrul zonei de studiu (pentru numele intregi si context vezi
Tabelul 3 si Fig. 1). Diagrama a fost construitd cu valorile medii pentru fiecare locatie, cu exceptia
cazurilor in care n = 1.

Fig. 11. Diagramd ternard cu claste de roci silicioase (categorii de forma vs. categorii de materii
prime) din locatiile de esantionare din cadrul zonei de studiu (pentru numele intregi si context
vezi Tabelul 3 si Fig. 1). Diagrama a fost construitd cu valorile medii pentru fiecare locatie.

Alexandru CIORNEI
”Vasile Parvan” Institute of Archaeology, Bucharest
eualex1984@gmail.com

28



THE OCCURRENCE AND AVAILABILITY OF SILICEOUS ROCKS AROUND THE PALAEOLITHIC SITE OF BUSAG...

Q { 4
Seini W[ifif

IIf

I ¢
| ¢

. O
Lapusel

LEGEND \Q\\
® | Upper Palaeolithic sites
) -
|

Occurrence location from bibliography

|I| Occurrence location (primary context) || A

A
E Occurrence location (Pleistocene gravels) 2\“‘{2/2 \

Remetea
Chioarului

) —
Occurrence location (Holocene gravels)

E Occurrence location (creek gravels)
E Occurrence location (on top of the soil)

\

\

LEGEND

Cities, Towns E Rivers Altitudes (m)
E Villages @ Lakes E Fault lines Level curves

SEDIMENTARY FORMATIONS METAMORPHIC CRYSTALLINE SCHISTS
Paleocene-Eocene: a) Reddish clays; b) Sandstones, marls Paragneiss, micaschists (Precambrian)
Eocene-Oligocene: a) Limestones, Sandstones; b) Marls, limestones MAGMATITES

|:| Sandstones, clays, marls (Chattian-Burdigalian) - Pegmatites (Precambrian)

a) Marls, limestones (Badenian); b) Marls, sands, sandstones (Sarmatian) - Andesites: a) Sarmatian; b) Pannonian

|:| Clays, sandstones (Pannonian) I][I]]]["] Basaltic andesites: a) Sarmatian; b) Pannonian
Sands, gravels (Middle Pleistocene) Rhyolites (Pannonian)

|:| Sands, gravels, reddish clays (Upper Pleistocene) % Dacites (Pannonian)

[ |piluvial-colluvial deposits (Quaternary) Pyroclastics: a) Sarmatian; b) Pannonian

a) Landslides; b) Alluvial plain deposits (Holocene) Volcano-sedimentary formation:

a) Badenian; b) Sarmatian

Fig. 1. Map of the study area with the Upper Palaeolithic site from Busag-Coasta Busagului (no. 1) and the
occurrence locations of knappable siliceous rocks (see Tables 3 and 4). The map support was redrawn and modified
after a piece of the Baia Mare Sheet (Gherasi ez al. 1967); the geological information is in general agreement with
Borcos et al. (1973¢) and Kovacs et al. (2013). Inset 1 A — Locations on Porcului Valley; Inset 1B — Locations in the
Nistru-Baita interfluve; Inset 1C - Locations in Borcut-Iricau area. Map supports for insets 1A and 1B were redrawn
after Seini Sheet (Borcos ez al. 1980), while inset 1C was redrawn after Firiza Sheet (Borcos et al. 1981).
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Fig. 4. Field surveys near Seini (1-3) and Ilba (4-6) villages (Maramures county): 1-3. The exposed
bedrock and siliceous rock clasts on the channel of a left side tributary of Seinel river (location Se 1); 3-6.
The exposed bedrock and siliceous rock clasts on Porcului Valley (location I1-Por 1-3); hammer is 28 cm

long (photos by Al. Ciornei2017).
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Fig. 5. Field surveys in the Nistru-Baita interfluve (Tautii-Magheraus town, Maramures county): 1-3. The
confluence between the left side tributary creek and Nistru river, the place where numerous siliceous rock
clasts of different sizes were found (GPS point Nis 01); 4-6. The area where siliceous rock clasts were
found at the surface and in the gravels of another tributary of Nistru river (GPS points Nis 03-07); the

hammer is 32 cm long (photos by Al. Ciornei 2018).
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Fig. 6. Field surveys in the Nistru-Baita interfluve (Baita village, Maramures county): 1. Grey-brownish
chert lens in a brownish silty clay (GPS point Bai 02); 2-3. Grey-brownish chert lenses (15-20 cm thick) in
a weakly cemented light grey sandstone (GPS point Bai 04); the hammer is 32 cm long (photos by Al
Ciornei 2018); 4-6. Grey-whitish-yellowish or yellowish-brown siliceous rock clast on Pietrarului creek
(a right side tributary of Béita river, GPS points Bai 11-14); the hammer is 28 cm long and 20 cm width

(photos by Al. Ciornei 2017).
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Fig. 7. Field surveys near Baia Mare (Maramures county): 1-3. Grey-brownish chert lens (>2.8 m long and
0.12-0.20 m thick) in a rusty-yellowish fine sand (Borcutului-Frumuseaua interfluve, GPS point Bor 07);
4-6. Siliceous rock clast of various sizes and colours on top of the soil up on Iricdu Peak (GPS points V{lri

01 and 04); the hammer is 32 cm long (photos by Al. Ciornei 2018).
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Fig. 8. Field surveys near Baia Sprie and Baia Mare (Maramures county): 1-2. Blackish siliceous
mudstone on Turburea creek (left hand tributary of Chiuzbaia, GPS point Chiuz 02); 3-5. Various aspects
showing the damage done by the recently (2018) built roads through the archaeological site of Busag-
Coasta Busagului, roads constructed by the mayoralty of Tautii-Mégheraus (GPS point Bu-CB 01a-01d)
without authorization or salvage excavation; 6. Artefacts collected from the earth disturbed by the road
construction and from the surface in a parcel between the roads; the scale bar is 10 cm and the hammer is

32 cm long (photos by Al. Ciornei 2018).
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Fig. 9. Siliceous rocks collected in 2004, 2017-2018; scale bar is 20 cm long (photos by Al. Ciornei 2018).
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Fig. 10. Ternary plot of siliceous rock clasts (form categories vs. size grades) from the sampling locations
in the survey area (for the full names and context see Tab. 3 and Fig. 1). The plot was constructed with the
average values for each sampling location, except the cases wheren=1.
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Fig. 11. Ternary plot of siliceous rock clasts (form categories vs. raw material categories) from the
sampling locations in the survey area (for the full names and context see Tab. 3 and Fig. 1). The plot was
constructed with the average values for each sampling location.
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From the Lower Danube to the Middle Prut and across the Carpathians:
long-distance raw material transfers during the Upper Palaeolithic

ALEXANDRU CIORNEI, IZABELA MARIS

Cuvinte cheie: materii prime distante, Valea Bistritei mijlocii; analizd de microfacies; analiza litica; context arheologic;
moduri de aprovizionare.

Keywords: distant raw materials; Middle Bistrita Valley; microfacies analysis; lithic analysis; archaeological context;
procurement patterns.

1. Introduction

In Romania, the Upper Palaeolithic (UP) sites were assigned to different techno-complexes and time-
periods (Aurignacian, Gravettian and Epigravettian) based on similarity/dissimilarity of the lithic
assemblages and/ or absolute dates (C14, OSL), resulting in several geographically distinct groups.

Thus, the multi-layered sites from the Bistrita Valley (with Gravettian and Epigravettian
assemblages) were linked with similar ones from Prut (Ripiceni, Mitoc) and Dniester (Molodova V,
Cosauti) valleys (Nicoldescu-Plopsor et al. 1966; Borziac et al. 2006; Steguweit et al. 2009). This
connection was also evidenced by the presence of “Prut flint” in high quantities at sites from the
Bistrita Valley (Nicoldescu-Plopsor et al. 1966, 23-27; Muraru 1990, 153-154; Crandell et al. 2013, p.
39; Ciornei 2015a, 51; Tuffreau et al. 2018, 164), and the presence of “Audia Black schist” (from the
Eastern Carpathians) in sites from the Prut and Dniester valleys (Paunescu 1993, 179-180; Paunescu
1999, 47; Noiret 2004, 2007; Otte et al. 2007, 92).

Sites from the southern Romania (Walachia), such as Giurgiu-Malu Rosu (dating to the same time
interval as the ones from the Bistrita Valley) and Lapos-Poiana Roman (undated, but connected
with Giurgiu-Malu Rosu based on techno-typological criteria), were isolated due to their
“aurignacoid” lithic assemblages (Mogosanu 1969; Paunescu 2000; Noiret 2003-2007; Alexandrescu
et al. 2004; Alexandrescu 2009), even though the presence of “Balkan flint” has been claimed and
proven in sites from the Bistrita Valley (Crandell et al. 2013; Ciornei 2015a; Tuffreau et al. 2018;
Moreau et al. 2019).

Sites from the South-Eastern Transylvania (Intorsura Buziului area), such as Cremenea-Malu Dinu
Buzea (Middle Aurignacian and Mesolithic assemblages, undated and with an uncertain
stratigraphic context), have also been isolated to a micro-regional level (Paunescu 1966; 2001;
Cosac et al. 2015), though some connections with the Gravettian from the Bistrita Valley were made
based on the presence of nosed endscrapers and some “Prut flint” endscrapers (Paunescu 1966,
322; Nicoldescu-Plopsor et al. 1966, 27).

The UP sites from the North-Western Romania (such as Boinesti, Remetea, Cdlinesti, and Busag),
generally with lithic assemblages assigned to the Middle Aurignacian, Gravettian and Late
Gravettian, were considered similar to sites in the eastern Slovakia (KoS$ice basin), Transcarpathian
Ukraine, and North-Eastern Hungary (Bitiri 1972; Bitiri, Carciumaru 1984; Dobrescu 2008), based
on typological grounds and the notable use of obsidian. Recent chemical analyses of obsidian
artefacts (Dobrescu et al. 2018) from the UP assemblages of NW Romania (Busag, Remetea-Somos I,
Cilinesti I, Boinesti and Turulung) confirmed both the Slovakian (C1) and the Hungarian (C2)
supply sources, and showed that a few pieces from Busag (Aurignacian layer) and Calinesti I
(Gravettian layer) were made on obsidian supplied from the Ukrainian source (C3). Claims were
made regarding the presence of “Prut flint” at Calinesti I and some typological analogies between
the Gravettian assemblages from NW Romania and those from the Middle Dniester Valley (Bitiri
1972, 118-120), while obsidian artefacts are present in UP sites outside the Eastern Carpathians
towards the Dniester valley (Paunescu 1998, 49; Noiret 2009, 457).
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Despite this apparent regionally divided UP landscape, the above mentioned raw materials seem
to connect sites from areas which appear to be culturally and chronologically isolated from one
another: NW Romania with Moldavia; Walachia with SE Transylvania and Moldavia. The use of
the “Prut flint”, “Balkan flint”, and “Audia Black schist” in sites associated with different UP
techno-complexes also suggests recurrent and diachronic transfers of regional raw materials over
great distances. Building on the current state of research and the growing body of provenance
data, this study has tested the possible connection of diverse multi-layered UP sites through the
long-distance transfers of lithic raw materials across different regions of present-day Romania.

2. Materials and methods

The pilot study was carried out from mid-November 2017 until mid-May 2018. The majority of the
lithic assemblages included in the pilot study came from the collections of “Vasile Parvan”
Institute of Archaeology (old excavations by C.S. Nicoldescu-Plopsor, Fl. Mogosanu, Al. Paunescu,
M. Bitiri). Small parts of these collections which are curated in county museums across the country
were not studied. Other collections from some of the sites (Lapos, Cremenea, Ceahldu-Dirtu),
resulted from recent excavations (Carciumaru et al. 2004; Cosac et al. 2015; Steguweit 2009) and
curated at different institutions across Romania, were not studied. The lithic assemblages from
Remetea and Busag are on loan from the local county museums (Satu Mare and Maramures).

The pilot study was focused on tracking just a few raw materials: 1) the bioclastic and intraclastic-
bioclastic cherts from the Lower Danube Valley (LDV) (Ciornei et al. 2014; Ciornei 2015b), two
petrographic varieties which can broadly be identified with the famous “Balkan flint” /“Moesian
flint” and the Kriva Reka type of Ludogorie chert in Bulgaria (Gurova, Nachev 2008); the Sita
Buzaului (SB) chert found in a breccia at the lower part of the Sita-T4taru sandstone from Intorsura
Buzdului-Sita Buzdului area, on the Upper Buzau Valley (Marinescu 1965, 209; Dumitrescu et al.
1970, 25; Nicoldescu-Plopsor, Pop 1959, 33; Paunescu 1966, 324; 2001, 69); the “Audia Black schist”,
a Lower Cretaceous siliceous mudstone from the Eastern Carpathians Flysch (Bancila 1958, 212-
213; Nicoldescu-Plopsor et al. 1966, 20-note 17; Paunescu 1998, 54); the “Prut-Dniester flint”
(Cenomanian) from the Middle Prut-Dniester area (Albu et al. 1960; Muraru 1990; Boghian 2009;
Vileanu 2015). Due to a wide usage in the archaeological and geological bibliography, the term
“black schist” will be used in its glorified meaning, despite the petrographic analysis that allows
for clarifications (which are beyond the scope of the study). The term Prut-Dniester flint written
with brackets refers to its general meaning from the archaeological literature, while written
without denotes the petrographic types defined in samples from origin sites (see below).

These raw materials were chosen for two reasons: 1) they are mentioned frequently in the
archaeological literature (except the SB chert) and associated with long-distance transfers (see above,
the introduction); 2) they are conspicuous enough and thus easier to look for within the analysed
assemblages. Throughout this paper the term long-distance (distant) raw materials refers to materials
transferred on distances over 100 km (Kaminska et al. 2000, 66; Féblot-Augustins 2009, 26).

Thousands of lithic pieces from different sites were sorted through and examined. Visually identified
distant raw materials were selected and extracted from the collections. Based on the macroscopic traits
of the items considered as long-distance raw materials for each site in the study (no. 1-11 in Fig. 1),
representative samples were further selected for thin sectioning and petrographic analysis. Aside from
the study sites, in order to ensure a more ample image, the same distant raw materials were:
petrographically confirmed from supplementary samples in a few UP sites (no. 12-13 in Fig. 1); verified
and macroscopically confirmed for other UP collections curated at the “Vasile Parvan” Institute of
Archaeology (no. 17-31 in Fig. 1). This image has been expanded through the mentions to the above
distant raw materials (plus obsidian) taken from bibliographical references (Paunescu 1998, 284, 316;
Carciumaru et al. 2008, 67; Noiret 2009, 61-62, 96, 121, 244, 288, 310; Padunescu 2001, 454, 457; Moreau et
al. 2019; Tuffreau et al. 2018) for other UP sites of interest (no. 32-43 in Fig. 1).

For this study 56 thin sections were prepared from the supposed distant raw materials (Table 1),
supplemented by thin sections from Lespezi site (6), previously published (Ciornei 2015a), but also
from Middle Bistrita Valley (MBV) sites (9) and Boinesti (1), which were made during C.S.
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Nicoldescu-Plopsor’s time (in the late 50’s and early 60’s), curated at the Vasile Parvan” Institute of
Archaeology and only partially published (Paunescu 1970). Due to various reasons, some of the
distant raw materials tracked in this study do not beneficiate of comparison samples from their
geological sources. In this context, the term origin control samples refers to samples taken from
archaeological (origin) sites and used as a base for comparison for some of these distant raw
materials in their respective provenance area.

Table 1. Samples presumed to be long-distance transferred (distant) raw materials.
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Giurgiu-Malu Rosu GMR Upper Palaeolithic 0 0 0 1 1
Lapos-Poiana Roman Lap-PR Upper Palaeolithic 3 0 1 1 5
Cremenea-Malu Dinu Buzea Cr-MDB Upper Palaeolithic 1 0 2 1 4
Bistricioara-Lutirie I1 Bis-Lut I Upper Palaeolithic 6 1 0 0 7
Ceahldu-Podis Chl-Pod Upper Palaeolithic 4 2 3* 0 9
Ceahldu-Dartu Chl-Dar Upper Palaeolithic 3 1 4 0 8
Ceahlau-Cetdtica 1 Chl-Cet I Upper Palaeolithic 1 1 0 0 2
Ceahlau-Cetdtica 11 Chl-Cet IT Upper Palaeolithic 1 0 2* 0 3
Ripiceni-La Izvor Rip-Izv Upper Palaeolithic 4 1 0 2 7
Busag-Coasta Busagului Bu-CB Upper Palaeolithic 0 1 3 2 6
Remetea-Somos I Re-So1 Upper Palaeolithic 0 0 4 2 6
Boinesti-Coasta Boinestilor Boi-CB Upper Palaeolithic 0 0 1* 0 1
*thin sections from C.S. Nicoldescu-Plopsor batch and previous studies [ 9 24 9 67

The supposed long-distance raw materials were confirmed through comparison with control
samples from raw material sources (LDV cherts) and from representative origin sites found near
and exploiting the sources of “Prut-Dniester flint” (Ripiceni-La Izvor, Oselivka-Chisla Nedjimouva),
“Black schists” (Ceahldu-Dirtu, Ceahldu-Podis), and SB chert (Cremenea-Malu Dinu Buzea, Gilma-
Roate, Costanda-Lddauti). The use of comparative raw material samples from sites found near the
source is unusual (maybe even a premiere in lithic raw material studies) and was conditioned by
the short period of the study and the impossibility to acquire in time the necessary samples from
the respective sources. For this study 10 thin sections were prepared from “Audia Black schist”
(Ceahldu-Dirtu) and “Prut-Dniester flint” (Oselivka-Chisla Nedjimova), complemented by the use of
19 thin sections from C.S. Nicoldescu-Plopsor batch, representing origin control samples for the SB
chert, “Prut-Dniester flint” and “Audia Black schist” (Table 2). The rest of the control samples for
the LDV cherts and the “Audia Black schist” came from previous studies (Ciornei et al. 2014;
Ciornei 2015a).

43



ALEXANDRU CIORNEI, IZABELA MARIS

Table 2. Control samples of distant raw materials from origin sites and geological sources.

Sample context

Merisor-Pdtule Mer Raw material source
Cremenea-Malu Dinu Buzea Cr Mesolithic?
Gilma (Merisor)-Roate Gil Mesolithic?
Costanda-Ladduti Cos Mesolithic?
Ceahlau-Podis Pod Upper Palaeolithic
Ceahlau-Dartu Chl-Dar Upper Palaeolithic
Lespezi-Lutirie Le-Lu Upper Palaeolithic
Ripiceni-La Izvor Rip Palaeolithic
Oselivka-Chisla Nedjimova Ose-ChNed Upper Palaeolithic
Giurgiu-Malu Rosu GMR Upper Palaeolithic
Ghizdaru-Haltd Quarry Gh-CH Raw material source
Cetatea-Bdilanoia Quarry Ct-CaBI Raw material source
Giurgiu-South-West Quarry Giur-Ca Raw material source
Giurgiu-Malu Rosu Quarry GMR-Ca Raw material source
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The supposed long-distance raw materials were confirmed through comparison with control
samples from raw material sources (LDV cherts) and from representative origin sites found near
and exploiting the sources of “Prut-Dniester flint” (Ripiceni-La Izvor, Oselivka-Chisla Nedjimouva),
“Black schists” (Ceahldu-Dirtu, Ceahldu-Podis), and SB chert (Cremenea-Malu Dinu Buzea, Gilma-
Roate, Costanda-Lddauti). The use of comparative raw material samples from sites found near the
source is unusual (maybe even a premiere in lithic raw material studies) and was conditioned by
the short period of the study and the impossibility to acquire in time the necessary samples from
the respective sources. For this study 10 thin sections were prepared from “Audia Black schist”
(Ceahldu-Dirtu) and “Prut-Dniester flint” (Oselivka-Chisla Nedjimova), complemented by the use of
19 thin sections from C.S. Nicoldescu-Plopsor batch, representing origin control samples for the SB
chert, “Prut-Dniester flint” and “Audia Black schist” (Table 2). The rest of the control samples for
the LDV cherts and the “Audia Black schist” came from previous studies (Ciornei et al. 2014;
Ciornei 2015a).

Characterization, comparison and confirmation of the different types of supposed distant raw
materials and control samples was done through microfacies analysis (as described in Ciornei et al.
2014, and references therein): abundance and type of particles, matrix, cement; petrographic fossil
diversity and genre identification; grain-size, sorting, packing type, depositional and diagenetic
fabrics. The microfacies analysis was conducted at the Faculty of Geology and Geophysics
(University of Bucharest) on an Olympus BX-40 petrographic microscope (at magnifications of
4x/0.10 P, 10x/0.25 P, 20x/0.40 P and 40x%/0.65 P). Photomicrographs were taken with a Nikon
COOLPIX 995 (Wide Field 10x and digital zoom of 3%) on an Olympus BH-2 petrographic
microscope (at magnifications of 5x and 10x).
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The artefacts identified as pertaining to one of the major group of long-distance raw materials from
each study site were the subject of further examination: lithic analysis; verification of the archaeological
context; separation of the petrotypes into subgroups/varieties. Technological attributes (such as size,
weight, amount of cortex) were recorded individually for each piece. For each artefact the maximum
length, width and thickness were measured. Based on their maximum dimension, the artefacts were
assigned to size grades (<35 mm, 35-65 mm, >65 mm) in general agreement with categories for lithic
materials (small, medium and large) used by other researchers (Paunescu et al. 1962, 129-130;
Paunescu, Alexandrescu 1997, 62). The amount of cortex on the pieces was recorded as estimated
proportions of: 0%, 1-10%, 10-40%, 40-60%, 60-90%, 90-99%, 100% (Dibble et al. 2005, 548-549). The lithic
analysis was oriented towards recording technological traits relevant in explaining the acquisition
patterns, introduction states and use of the distant raw materials in the study sites. The mode of
introduction of the raw materials into sites was derived from the count of artefact categories (and
technological traits) for each raw material group, in accordance with the modes proposed by Féblot-
Augustins (1990, 29; 2009). The archaeological context was verified through comparison of the
recorded information on the analysed items (or bags) and that from artefact registries, drawings and
publications. The separation of the petrotypes into subgroups/varieties based on macroscopic features
(colour, transparency, lustre, texture, impurities, macroscopic visible fossils, cortex type) was
conducted in a similar way to the Minimal Analytical Nodule Analysis (Larson, Kornfeld 1997, 6-8).
This allowed inferences regarding the number of raw material blocks/nodules used in one site/level,
thus assigning artefacts of the same raw material group to discrete knapping events. This approach
also contributed to a better understanding of the archaeological context of the artefacts made on these
distant raw materials and their spatial and temporal distributions.

3. Results

3.1. Petrography

Using the criteria mentioned in the previous section, the analysed samples were grouped in 16
petrotypes (Table 3) subdividing the four major types of raw materials considered. Most of the
samples presumed to be of distant provenance (Table 1) belong to one of these petrotypes (Table
4), and 6 were assigned to other petrotypes (of local or unknown origin).

The samples identified as Lower Danube Valley (LDV) cherts can broadly be grouped into two
petrotypes (Table 3, Fig. 3), but the samples analysed in this study (Table 4, Figs. 2-3) were linked
to specific microfacies types previously described (Ciornei et al. 2014; Ciornei 2015b).

The samples identified as Sita Buzaului (SB) chert (Table 3, Fig. 4) relate to two distinct
petrographic types: a dark grey radiolarian chert and a medium grey-bluish bioclastic chert.
Samples presumed as long-distance transfers were matched to these petrotypes (Table 4, Figs. 2
and 4). The involutinid foraminifera with a discoidal and monocrystalline test constantly identified
in the SB chert (Fig. 4/3-4, 4/7-8) from both origin and distant samples may indicate a Jurassic age
for this material (Fltigel 2010, 466-467), but additional micropaleontological investigations are
needed. In the Intorsura Buziului area there are no primary deposits with such cherts, but the
sedimentary breccia from the Sita-Tdtaru sandstone contains, among other clasts, Callovian-
Oxfordian limestones with cherts (Marinescu 1965, 209; Dumitrescu et al. 1970, 25). At this point in
time, closer sources of this raw material to the MBV sites cannot totally be excluded, such as the
Mesozoic jaspers/radiolarites in the Tulghes-Lacu Rosu area (Bancild, Papiu 1962, 26; Sandulescu
1975, 47-50, 68-70, 76-77, 100-103). But, the lack of detrital quartz grainclasts differentiate the SB
chert from the Mesozoic radiolarites in the Tulghes-Lacu Rosu area and from the Paleogene cherts
in the Eastern Carpathians Flysch, the latter two generally containing a variable amount of detrital
quartz (Bancild, Papiu 1962a, 30; Sandulescu 1975, 48; Grasu 1971, 24; Ciornei 2015a, 50). A sample
from Ripiceni was macroscopically presumed to be a SB chert (Table 4), but the microfacies
analysis showed that it is a radiolarian chert with abundant detrital quartz clasts (Table 3) and
might originate from deposits similar to those cited above in the Tulghes-Lacu Rosu area. One
sample from Busag is petrographically very similar to origin samples from Sita Buzaului area
(Table 4, Fig. 4), but closer sources in the Eastern Carpathians cannot be excluded.
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Based on their petrographic characteristics, the samples of “Prut-Dniester flint” from Oselivka and
Ripiceni were subdivided into Prut-Dniester (PDn) flint and Dniester (Dn) flint (Table 3, Figs. 5-6).
The PDn flint is represented by three petrotypes (Table 3, Fig. 6): one confirmed only in samples
from Ripiceni, one in samples from Ripiceni and Oselivka, and one only in samples from Oselivka.
The petrotypes assigned to the PDn flint are presumed to derive from the Cenomanian deposits in
the Prut-Dniester interfluve (Albu et al. 1960; Muraru 1990; Boghian 2009; Vdleanu 2015), hence the
use of the combined name irrespective of the location of the origin sample on which it has been
described. Some of the samples of “Prut-Dniester flint” considered as distant raw materials (Table
1, Fig. 2) were matched to one of these petrotypes (Table 4). Another petrotype defined as Dniester
(Dn) Globotruncanidae flint based on samples from Oselivka-Chisla Nedjimova (Table 3, Fig. 7) was
identified at Cremenea and sites from the MBV and NW Romania (Table 4). The association of
Pithonella in flood abundances and planktonic foraminifera (Globotruncana) are known from the
Upper Turonian Dubivtsi chalks with flints (Dubicka, Peryt 2012) near Dubivtsi village (between
Halych and Yezupil villages, Ivano-Frankivsk Oblast, Western Ukraine), some 150-160 km
upstream from Oselivka and around 180-190 km NNE from the sites in NW Romanian. The items
from Oselivka which can be visually identified as Dn flint have exterior surfaces covered by
neocortex (water-rolled), thus derived from gravel deposits, and contrast with those pieces that
can be visually identified as PDn bioclastic flint and PDn detrital-rich spiculite chert, which have a
more “fresh” cortex (chalk/limestone).

The samples of “Black schists” analysed in this study (Table 4, Figs. 2, 7) were differentiated in 6
petrographic types (Table 3). A few samples considered as distant raw materials (Table 4, Fig. 7)
were matched to three petrotypes of Audia “Black schist” from the Bistrita Valley (Table 3).
Macroscopically, the silty carbonaceous “black schist” (having as a precursor a carbonate
mudstone) and the siliceous “black schist” (a siliceous-argillaceous mudstone) cannot be
differentiated, while the laminated variety is quite conspicuous. The sample from Cremenea is
very different from the “black schist” samples from the Bistrita Valley (Tables 3-4, Figs. 2, 7), thus
it probably derives from the Audia Formation outcropping in the area between Buzdu and
Covasna valleys (Filipescu et al. 1952; Anastasiu et al. 2013). Two samples from Remetea and Busag
(Tables 3-4, Figs. 2, 7) were assigned to a specific petrotype of NW “Black schists”, a silicified
mudstone (dark grey-brownish, dull, and opaque). Three samples from three sites (in two different
areas) were identified as black radiolarian cherts (Table 3, Fig. 7), and though grouped here under
the same petrotype, each sample represents a different variety with a different source.
Petrographically, the black radiolarian cherts probably represent vertical variation within the
strata containing the siliceous “black schist” (Filipescu et al. 1952, 593; Bancila, Papiu 1962b, 21;
Filipescu 1968, 86). At this moment of the research, the “Black schists” from sites in NW Romania
can be considered as probably deriving from deposits in the Eastern Carpathians (more than 50-70
km to the E and NE). Blackish mudstones/marlstones were identified, during a field survey in
2018, on Botiza valley (downstream from Botiza village, Maramures county), but siliceous
mudstones are also mentioned in the Baia Mare area (Iorgulescu 1955, 76-78).
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Table 4. Petrographic identification of samples considered as long-distance raw materials.

Laminated “ Black schist” (3)

LDV bioclastic chert

Sita Buzdului chert
Prut-Dniester flint
Peloidal-bioclastic chert
Audia “ Black schist” (1)
Audia “ Black schist” (2)
Covasna “ Black schist”
INW “ Black schist”

Black radiolarian chert
Greyish radiolarian chert
Others (local or unknown)

Dniester flint
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3.2. Artefacts on distant raw materials and their archaeological contexts

This part of the paper will focus on the archaeological contexts and the acquisition patterns (as
derived from technological traits) of artefacts made on distant raw materials. The number of
artefacts on distant raw materials from the study sites is provided in Table 5, while the main
technological traits of these items are summarized in Table 6. This part of the analysis did not
include: the artefacts on PDn flint and Dn flint from the MBV sites and Lapos; items on distant raw
materials for which a possible supply source area could not be established.

A rough count for each type of distant raw material reveals a consistent presence only for the SB
chert in sites from the MBV and for the Dn flint in sites from NW Romania. These two raw
materials also occur in different quantities through several distinct cultural levels of the same sites
(Table 5), which raises some questions. Artefacts on LDV cherts and “Black schists” occur in low
numbers and scattered throughout different archaeological levels (Table 5), and in the case of
Giurgiu-Malu Rosu and Ripiceni-La Izvor they represent isolated episodes of end-products discard
(Table 6).

The items on distant raw materials from Lapos were extracted from bags labelled “Level I -
Aurignacian”, but based on depths inked on the pieces, these materials seem to come from
different cultural levels (maximum depth of 0.85 m) as established by Mogosanu (1969, 6), but
their horizontal distribution could not be verified. Seven pieces from one variety of LDV chert
have depths overlapping levels II-1 and II-2. The items on LDV cherts represent end-products
(Table 6) originating from many varieties, some of them with distinct spatial distributions,
representing several knapping moments.

The Dn flint items from Cremenea derive from two macroscopic varieties (Table 6) with different
spatial distributions: three pieces with a bluish patina come from S20/1960, at the base of level II
and were initially considered as Gravettian (Pdaunescu 1966, 322-note 8 and figs. 2/1, 3, 6); a
yellowish-brownish piece with partial whitish patina from Cas. A/1960. The artefacts on LDV
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chert relate to different cultural levels (Table 5) and have distinct spatial distributions: the one
from the “Mesolithic layer” was found in S1, while the other (517/1960) is an endscraper from
level I illustrated by Paunescu (2001, fig. 150/21). Except one, all items on distant raw materials are
tools and reflect several discard moments.

The items on SB chert from Bistricioara-Lutdrie II come from 5 cultural levels (Table 5), but
originate from a maximum of 4-5 different blocks of this raw material. Their vertical and
horizontal distribution within the site indicates several spatial clusters: one cluster with items from
levels II-IV in Cas. I-J-K-H (related to the hearts present in level III); two clusters with artefacts
from level IV in Cas. G-K-H and S4 (square 1); one cluster with items from levels V-VI in S2 (sq. 4-
3) and S3 (sq. 4). Refits between artefacts from different levels within each cluster suggest post-
depositional processes and doubt the assignation of these items to the respective cultural levels.
Technologically, these artefacts point to on-site reduction of several blocks (Table 6) related to
knapping events covering a larger period of time. Artefacts on LDV chert are scattered in different
cultural levels (Table 5), but derive from six varieties with distinct horizontal distributions. Two
varieties with five pieces each (Cas. G/1980 and Cas. H/1980, levels III-VI) and one variety with
two pieces (Cas. C+SIV /1958, level I) indicate spatially and temporally separate on-site knapping
events, while the other varieties attest to individual discard of tools (Table 6).

Items on distant raw materials from Ceahldu-Podis derive from several varieties (Tables 5-6) with
different vertical and horizontal distributions, attesting several episodes of discard. Items on
distant raw materials from Ceahldu-Darfu (Table 5) were extracted from bags and boxes labelled
“Level V” and have a horizontal distribution covering all the sectors of the site (Pdunescu 1998,
193). The depths on the pieces cover a continuous interval between -0.10 and -0.60 m, and a few
pieces go up to -0.80 m. The published stratigraphic profiles do not give enough information to
properly set the objects according to their cultural level. Anyway, a few refits and pieces from the
same block of raw material covering this continuum suggest post-depositional disturbances.
Technologically, both distant raw materials point to several on-site knapping events (Table 6).

Artefacts on LDV cherts from Ceahlau-Cetdtica I pertain to several cultural levels, but can be
assigned to three visually distinct varieties (as from three blocks/nodules) which also have distinct
spatial distributions within the site. More so, a refit from two pieces found in levels V and II
confirms the validity of these varieties (and their uncertain archaeological contexts) representing
three separate knapping events. The artefacts on SB chert pertain to several cultural levels (Table
5), come from four macroscopic varieties (Table 6) with different horizontal distributions, and
reflect several knapping events covering a larger period of time.

All items on distant raw materials from Remetea and Busag (Table 5) could be assigned, based on
their depths, to one of the two UP cultural levels, except those missing the inked information on
them. These sites have short sedimentary sequences (due to erosion), with archaeological findings
going continuously from the surface until -0.80 m. In both sites, artefacts on the same raw material
(knapped from the same block) from the same excavation unit (section and square) appear at
different depths associated with both UP levels.

These observations and a refit between two pieces from different sections (and different depths) at
Remetea suggest post-depositional disturbances of the occupational layers. The Dn flint items from
Remetea originate from one or two varieties (blocks/nodules) and have a horizontal distribution
which indicates a cluster spreading around the hearth found in SIII/1963. The Dn flint artefacts
from Busag could be assigned to one or two varieties, but their horizontal distribution cannot be
verified. Technologically, the items on Dn flint from these sites point to on-site reduction of
minimally prepared cores or tested nodules (Table 6), probably related to a few knapping events
for each site. The items on SB chert and “Black schists” are represented by debitage products
(Table 6) related to several knapping events for each variety.
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Table 5. Total count of distant raw materials items from the studied assemblages.
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II-2 025 Tardenoisian®) 1228 272 3 1 0 0 0 0 0 O
Lap-PR 1200 1II-1 0.25 Epipalaeolithic?) 3522 534 10 5 0 0 0 0 O 1
I 020 Late Aurignaciana) 250 15 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
II  0.40-0.60 Tardenoisian?) 4706 162 0 1 0 0 0 0O 0O O
CEMBE St I 0.20-0.30 Middle Aurignacian?) 769 118 0 1 0 4 0 0 0 O
VI 020-050 Epigravettianb 780 157 0 3 13 0 0 0 0O O
V  0.20-035 Epigravettianb 89 127 0 3 23 0 0 0 0 O
Bis-Lut II 189 IV  0.10-025 Late Gravettian? 1464 137 0 5 92 0 0 0 0 O
I 0.25-0.35  Gravettianb) 3033 217 0 2 42 0 0 0 0 O
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CRECEH 248 I 0.08-0.30  Late Gravettianb 392 39 7 6 1 0 0 0 0 O
II  015-043  Gravettianb 214 30 2 3 2 0 0 0 0 O
Chl-Cet II 64 IV 0.20-0.25  Epigravettian® 112 9 01 1 0 0 0 0 O
GIIb 0.20-0.50  Epigravettiana 8632 286 1 1 0 0 1 0 0 O
Glla 0.20-0.40  Gravettiana 5868 166 1 0 0 0O 0O 0O O O
Gla 0.20-045  Gravettian? 693 175 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 O
Rip-1zv 3950 Allb 0.15-040 Middle Aurignacian?) 4534 306 0 0 O O O 3 0 O
Alla 0.20-0.40 Middle Aurignacian? 4020 172 0 0 0 0 3 1 0 O
Alb 0.20-0.50  Early Aurignacian? 2306 152 1 0 0 0 0O O O O
Ala 0.25-050  Early Aurignacian? 1011 145 0 0 0 0 1 0 O O
440 II 035 Late Gravettian?) 2554 135 0 0 1 4 1 0 0 2
Bu-CB I 040 Early Upper Palaeolithica) 2026 48 0 0 0 14 0 0 1 O
* 0 03 6 0 0 00
302 nr 0.25 Late Gravettian?) 1562 99 0 0 017 0 0 2 O
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* 0 012400 1 0

a) Cultural labelling after the original excavators (Bitiri 1972; Bitiri, Carciumaru 1984; Nicoldescu-Plopsor et
al. 1966; Paunescu 1966, 1993, 1998, 1999, 2000, 2001);

b) Cultural assignation in accordance with the current labelling (Borziac et al. 2006; Alexandrescu 2009;
Anghelinu et al. 2018);

* The archaeological information regarding the sites was compiled after the original excavators (see above
citations);

** Jtems for which the archaeological context is unknown/lost (inked information on the pieces is missing).
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These observations and a refit between two pieces from different sections (and different depths) at
Remetea suggest post-depositional disturbances of the occupational layers. The Dn flint items from
Remetea originate from one or two varieties (blocks/nodules) and have a horizontal distribution
which indicates a cluster spreading around the hearth found in SIII/1963. The Dn flint artefacts
from Busag could be assigned to one or two varieties, but their horizontal distribution cannot be
verified. Technologically, the items on Dn flint from these sites point to on-site reduction of
minimally prepared cores or tested nodules (Table 6), probably related to a few knapping events
for each site. The items on SB chert and “Black schists” are represented by debitage products
(Table 6) related to several knapping events for each variety.

4. Discussion

Before anything else, a few observations regarding the preservation state of the lithic collections
used in this study and the integrity of their archaeological context are in order: 1) for all study sites
there were many cases in which the depths inked on the pieces did not correspond with the depth
of the level written on the bag/box label; 2) for some collections (Busag) the inked information on
the items is either incomplete or missing, and their assignation to a certain cultural level can only
be established according to the bag/box label (but see the previous observation); 3) the studied
collections come from cultural levels (defined based on the depth from the surface, geological layer
and typology), covering hundreds of square meters (in most cases equal to the excavated area,
Table 5), but for which the publications give only one profile (from one part of the site), generally
do not mention the depth of the levels, and give no general excavation plans or detailed section
plans (with few exceptions); 4) for many sites, items from the same block of raw material identified
in different cultural levels and refits between pieces from different levels suggest post-depositional
disturbances and doubt the coherence of these cultural levels; 5) the recording of artefact positions
(vertically from the surface and horizontally through large square meter units, but no zero point)
corroborated with the absence from publications of detailed section plans leaves little room for
thorough spatial distribution reconstructions of the artefacts on distant raw materials from the
study sites (especially the spatial and temporal correlation between two or more distant raw
materials from the same site).

As described in the previous section and considering the above observations, the artefacts on
distant raw materials from the study sites reflect various discard patterns (from debitage to
implements), suggesting different and recurrent modes of introduction into sites and different
provisioning strategies (Table 6), related to multiple occupational moments which cover a larger
time interval.

At the scale of the geographical space considered, based on the petrographic and visual
confirmations, but also the bibliographic references, the geographical distribution of the distant
raw materials tracked in this study (Fig. 1) outlines the existence of multiple transfer routes and
reciprocal relationships between the transferred materials from one geographical area to another.

The presence of both petrotypes of LDV cherts in sites from the MBV and Middle Prut Valley (Fig.
1) leaves no doubt regarding the provenance of these materials, i.e. the Giurgiu area and not
Dobrudja, as other provenance studies suggested (Crandell et al. 2013, 39). Considering the
uncertain archaeological contexts of the samples from this study, the chronological interval for the
spread of this raw material can be sketched through proxies. In the subsequent lines all absolute
dates mentioned are uncalibrated, and for details (such as laboratory numbers) the reader is
referred to the appropriate publications. The presence of this raw material has been documented
by: Crandell ef al. (2013, 39) for the Gravettian layers from Bistricioara-Lutdirie I (24396+192 BP) and
the Late Epigravettian layer from Bistricioara-Mal (13768179 BP and 14581487 BP); by Ciornei
(2015a, 78), Tuffreau et al. (2018, 147-151), and this study, for the Epigravettian level IV from
Lespezi-Lutdrie; by Moreau et al. (2019, tables S4 and S5) for an undetermined Gravettian
assemblage from Mitoc-Malu Galben (from the excavations before 1991, without other
specifications) and for the Epigravettian and Late Epigravettian layers (19749+149 BP) from
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Bistricioara-Lutirie III (Anghelinu et al. 2018). At the other end, Giurgiu-Malu Rosu is dated around
22790+130 BP (level Ala) but could be as old as < 27 ka BP according to the IRSL dating
(Alexandrescu et al. 2004). The presence of the Audia “Black schist” in this site strengthens the
connection between the Lower Danube and Bistrita valleys. Thus, the use of the LDV cherts
appears to be very well documented for the period post 25 ka BP, covering both the late Gravettian
and the Epigravettian.

The SB chert is a new arrival on the stage of raw materials transferred outside their primary
exploitation area (Fig. 1). Its closest documented presence (Carciumaru et al. 2008, 67) is some 50-60
km away in the Gravettian layer from Rasnov-Pestera Gura Cheii (22160190 BP). It has a notable
presence (quantitatively) in sites from the MBV, where artefacts on this raw material are
concentrated around the hearts of level III (Cas. I-J-H-K; 18800+1200 BP and 20995875 BP) from
Bistricioara-Lutdrie II (Paunescu 1998). Its presence in the Gravettian assemblage from Dolhasaca-
Dealul Viei (on Siret River) should also be noted. At the other end, some of the “Mesolithic”
occupations in Intorsura Buziului area exploiting this raw material have recently been re-
evaluated and considered as Late Upper Palaeolithic (Cosac et al. 2014; 2015). This raw material is
associated with the late Gravettian and Epigravettian occupations, comparable to the LDV cherts.

The PDn and Dn flints were identified in Gravettian and Epigravettian sites along the Siret and
Bistrita valleys. This connexion is backed-up by the presence of Audia “Black schists” in the
Gravettian and Epigravettian sites between the two areas (Fig. 1). The Dn flint is also present in
sites across the Eastern Carpathians (Fig. 1) but with unsecure archaeological contexts,
accompanied by the NW “Black schists” and SB chert (considered here as derived from unknown
meso-local sources, i.e. more than 50-60 km and under 100 km), raw materials which could be
interpreted as “markers” of mountains crossing. The flint from the Prut and Dniester valleys is
present in various UP sites from Hungary: in the Aurignacian (30180+330 BP) and Epiaurignacian
(23-20 ka BP) layers from Andornaktalya-Zagé (Mester, Kozlowski 2014); in the Gravettian layer
(28-26 ka BP) from Bodrogkeresztir-Henye (Lengyel 2015); in the Sagvarian layer (17760+150 BP,
18900+100 BP) from Sagvar (Lengyel 2011); in the Epigravettian layer (16160+200 BP) from
Esztergom-Gyurgyalag (Lengyel 2014). Circulation across the Eastern Carpathians is also indicated
by the presence of obsidian artefacts in various contexts (Fig. 1): in the Late Gravettian level I
(23810£190 BP) from Buda-Dealul Viilor (Pdunescu 1998); in the Epigravettian lavel II (17620£320
BP, 18500£110 BP) from Lespezi-Lutirie (Paunescu 1998; Tuffreau et al. 2018); in the Gravettian
assemblage from Dolhasaca-Dealul Viei; in the Epigravettian level from Voronovitsa I and the
Epigravettian level 5 (18260+210 BP) from Cosauti on the Dniester Valley (Noiret 2009). In short,
Dn flint seems to have the largest circulation, both in time and space (the Aurignacian and
Gravettian from NW Romania, the Gravettian and Epigravettian from NE Romania).

Perceived at the scale of the geographical space of this study (Table 6), the raw materials tracked
depict the following transfer trends: 1) low quantities of LDV cherts and Dn flint associated with
distances over 300 km, suggesting a strategy of provisioning individuals; 2) noticeable quantities of
SB chert and Dn flint linked with distances over 150 km, suggesting a strategy of provisioning
places; 3) low quantities of “Black schists” (except GMR) and SB chert (in sites from NW Romania)
linked with distances under 150 km, suggesting a strategy of provisioning individuals. These
trends seem to mirror direct procurement (group mobility), while the presence of LDV cherts at
Ripiceni-La Izvor (over 400 km) is more probable to reflect an indirect procurement (exchange
down-the-line?), with “relay” sites in the Bistrita Valley (Féblot-Augustins 2009, 27, 40). These
transfer distances are similar to those from the UP sites in the Eastern Central Europe (Féblot-
Augustins 2009, table 3.5), but more data (from archaeologically secure contexts) is needed for
reliable comparisons.

The distant raw materials found in UP sites from the MBV (Table 6), together with other non-local
raw materials, were generally introduced as minimally modified or preformed cores, and in some
cases in large quantities, suggesting a strategy of provisioning places (Kuhn 1992, 188) in
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anticipation of tasks that needed to be rapidly completed (thus no time for gathering raw materials
at the spot) or no access to local raw materials at the moment of arrival. This behaviour of raw
material exploitation could be related to seasonal visits to the sites (fall-winter) in relation to
hunting activities in certain areas (Dumitrascu 2008, 112-113; Dumitrascu, Vasile 2018, 178). The
presence of multiple distant raw materials in the MBV sites is not a coincidence and it may reflect
the “flocking” of various groups from different areas. As already discussed by Nicoldescu-Plopsor
et al. (1966, 8-12) and Paunescu (1998, 114-115), Middle Bistrita Valley opens-up numerous
communication routes towards mountain passes (such as Toplita, Tihuta, Prislop) connecting all
the areas/regions from which the distant raw materials were transported.

5. Conclusions

Shortcomings aside, the microfacies analysis proved to be a powerful investigation and
provenance tool, distinguishing not only between different raw material types, but also within
each group, such as separating the various petrotypes of Prut-Dniester flint and those of “Black
schists” from distinct geographical areas.

The major focus of this study was the petrographic nature and provenance of the “Balkan flint”
artefacts noted by previous studies in sites from the Bistrita Valley. This study also brought to light
a new distant raw material (Sita Buzdului chert) in sites from the Bistrita Valley, a raw material
that needs further attention and study. The presence of Dniester flint in sites from NW Romania
has also been documented.

In a larger perspective, this paper also provided evidence of raw material transfers over
considerable distances (direct procurement from 150 up to 350 km), from South to North (and vice-
versa), from East to West (and vice-versa), from plain to mountain, from the Lower Danube to the
Middle Prut and across the Carpathians.

In this picture of distant raw material transfers during the Upper Palaeolithic, overlapping a vast
geographical landscape from the South-Eastern to the North-Eastern and North-Western Romania
(and even across the border in the Republic of Moldavia and Ukraine), the Middle Bistrita Valley
represents (given the current state of research), as probably do other valleys, an important
communication pathway for human groups from different regions and throughout time.

This short term pilot study, covering a large territory and a comprehensive chronological interval,
has yielded results (both petrographic and archaeological ones) which need, not only to be further
investigated, but also to be properly published in the future. In the current contribution these
results were only depicted in a synthetic manner. That being said, the current conclusions and
results should be taken more as working hypotheses for further research than as definitive
statements about the Upper Palaeolithic raw materials supply strategies and long-distance
transfers.
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Lista tabelelor si figurilor

Tabelul 1. Probe presupuse ca fiind materii prime transferate pe distante lungi (distante).

Tabelul 2. Probe de control pentru materiile prime distante din situri de origine si surse geologice.

Tabelul 3. Caracteristicile petrografice ale materiilor prime analizate.

Tabelul 4. Identificarea petrograficad a esantioanelor considerate ca materii prime distante.

Tabelul 5. Numadrul total de obiecte din materii prime distante din colectiile studiate.

Tabelul 6. Caracteristicile tehnologice si modalitdtile de procurare a materiilor prime distante din
colectiile studiate.

Fig. 1. Distributia materiilor prime distante in zona studiata. Situri din studiu (1-11). Situri cu
probe suplimentare (12-13). Situri de origine cu probe de control (14-16). Situri pentru care
materiile prime distante au fost verificate visual (17-31). Situri pentru care materiile prime distante
au fost luate din bibliografie (32-43). Harta suport redesenata si modificatd dupa Harta geologici a
Romaniei, scara 1: 2250000.

Fig. 2. Aspecte macroscopice a probelor analizate din siturile din cadrul studiului (1-3, 5-7, 9-12) si
de origine (4, 8, 13-14): 1. Silicolit bioclastic de Valea Dundrii inferioare; 2. Silicolit intraclastic-
bioclastic de Valea Dundrii inferioare; 3-4. Silicolit de Sita Buzdului; 5-8. ,Sisturi negre”; 9-14.
,,Silex de Prut-Nistru”; scara are 2.5 cm.

Fig. 3. Microfotografii cu silicolite de Valea Dunarii inferioare (XPL - lumind polarizatad incrucisat).
Fig. 4. Microfotografii cu silicolitele de Sita Buzaului (XPL - lumind polarizata incrucisat).

Fig. 5. Microfotografii cu silexurile de Prut-Nistru (XPL - lumina polarizata incrucisat).

Fig. 6. Microfotografii cu silexul de Nistru (XPL - lumind polarizatd incrucisat).

Fig. 7. Microfotografii cu ,Sisturile negre” (XPL - lumina polarizatd incrucisat).
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De la Dunarea de Jos la Prutul Mijlociu si peste Carpati: transferuri de
materii prime pe distante lungi in timpul paleoliticului superior
(Rezumat)

Acest studiu a testat posibilele conexiuni intre diverse situri pluristartificate din Paleoliticul
Superior prin transferurile la mare distanta de materii prime litice intre diferite regiuni de pe
teritoriul actual al Romaniei. Pe baza analizei petrografice, citeva materii prime distante au fost
recunoscute in siturile studiate: silicolite de Valea Dunadrii inferioare; silicolit de Sita Buzdului;
,silex de Prut-Nistru”; ,sist negru de Audia”. Analiza litici a artefactelor din materii prime
distante sugereaza stdri de abandon diverse (de la debitaj la unelte), diferite moduri de introducere
(nuclee preformate si/sau produse finite) si strategii de aprovizionare. Acestea sunt legate de
multiple momente ocupationale ce acopera un interval de timp mai lung. In aceastd imagine a
transferului de materii prime pe distante mari din timpul Paleoliticului Superior, Valea Bistritei
mijlocii reprezinta (in stadiul actual al cercetdrilor), ca si alte vai, o cale importantd de comunicare
pentru diferitele grupuri umane din arii si perioade de timp diferite.
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Ceahlau-Cetdatica I (Neamt county); 8. Ceahlau-Cetdtica I (Neamt county); 9. Ripiceni-La Izvor (Botosani county);
10. Busag-Coasta Busagului (Maramures county); 11. Remetea-Somos [ (Satu Mare county). Sites with
supplementary samples: 12. Boinesti-Coasta Boinestilor (Satu Mare county); 13. Lespezi-Lutdrie (Bacau county);
Origin sites with control samples: 14. Oselivka-Chisla Nedjimova (Chernivtsi oblast, Ukraine); 15. Costanda-
Ladduti (Covasna county); 16. Gilma (Merisor)-Roate (Covasna county). Sites for which the distant raw
materials were visually verified: 17. Tarnovita-Locul de Sus (Harghita county); 18. Hodosa-Dealul Hodosa
(Harghita county); 19. Pojorata-Poalele Muncelului (Suceava county); 20. Cormaia-CABA La Ddrdbeni (Bistrita-
Nasaud county); 21. Agrisu de Sus-La Cremene (Bistrita-Nasaud county); 22. Uriu-La Podirei (Bistrita-Nasaud
county); 23. Perii Vadului-Cariera Veche (Salaj county); 24. Ciorda-Acdstau (Maramures county); 25. Campulung
La Tisa-Borviz (Maramures county); 26. Movileni-/n Rézdsie (Iasi county); 27. Topile-Dealu Catargii (Iasi county);
28. Dolhasca-Dealul Viei (Suceava county); 29. Udesti-Poiana (Suceava county); 30. Dorohoi-Stracova (Botosani
county); 31. Manoleasa-Prut-Stdnca Hrifeni (Botosani county). Sites for which the distant raw materials were
taken from bibliography: 32. Rasnov-Pestera Gura Cheii (Brasov county); 33. Slobozia Mielului-Dealul Bielci Il
(Bacéu county); 34. Buda-Dealul Viilor (Bacau county); 35. Valea Ursului-Dealul Arsita (Neamt county); 36. Poiana
Stampei-Muntele Pietricelu (Suceava county); 37. Mitoc-Malu Galben (Botosani county); 38. Voronovytsya |
(Chernivtsi oblast, Ukraine); 39. Gordinesti I (Edinet district, Republic of Moldavia); 40. Corpaci-Mas (Edinet
district); 41. Cosauti (Soroca district); 42. Climauti II (Soldanesti district); 43. Ciutulesti I (Floresti district). Map
support redrawn and modified after the Geological Map of Romania, scale 1: 2250000 (Constantinescu 1928).
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Fig. 2. Macroscopic views of the samples analysed from the study (1-3, 5-7, 9-12) and origin sites (4, 8, 13-14): 1.
Lower Danube Valley bioclastic chert; 2. Lower Danube Valley intraclastic-bioclastic chert; 3-4. Sita Buzaului chert;
5-8. “Black Schists”; 9-14. “Prut-Dniester flint”; scale baris 2.5 cm.
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FROM THE LOWER DANUBE TO THE MIDDLE PRUT AND ACROSS THE CARPATHIANS ...

e ™ ™ .

Fig. 3. Microphotographs of the Lower Danube Valley cherts (XPL - crossed polarized light).
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Fig. 4. Microphotographs of the Sita Buzaului cherts (XPL - crossed polarized light).
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FROM THE LOWER DANUBE TO THE MIDDLE PRUT AND ACROSS THE CARPATHIANS ...

e ™ ™ .

Fig. 5. Microphotographs of the Prut-Dniester flints (XPL - crossed polarized light).
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Fig. 6. Microphotographs of the Dniester flint (XPL - crossed polarized light).
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FROM THE LOWER DANUBE TO THE MIDDLE PRUT AND ACROSS THE CARPATHIANS ...

e ™ ™ .

Fig. 7. Microphotographs of the “Black schists” (XPL - crossed polarized light).
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SIMBOLISTICA TATUAJULUI IN BASMELE SI BALADELE ROMANESTI. STUDIU DE CAZ

Simbolistica tatuajului in basmele si baladele romanesti. Studiu de caz:

Petru Caraman?!
VERONICA MUHA

Cuvinte cheie: tatuaj, aromani, meglo-romani, Soare, Lund, folclor
Key words: tatoo, aromanian, megleno-romanian, Sun, Moon, folklore

Spre deosebire de Nicolae Minovici, care socotea tatuajul drept o practicd importatd in
modernitate in anumite medii sociale - , Tatuajele nu intra in obiceiurile poporului roman. Ele au
fost aduse de straini, si anume de greci, dupa cum se vede din statistica noastra”2 - folcloristul
Petru Caraman isi elaboreaza lucrarea - Tatuajul la romani dupd creatiile lor folclorice - ca un
contraargument la teza minoviciand. Acesta evalueazd tatuajul ,ca pe o datind specifica lor
(roménilor, n.n.)”3. Cercetdrile profesorului Minovici, realizate nemijlocit, prin examinarea unui
numadr mare de indivizi, documenteaza realitdtile timpului sdu: este posibil ca medicul roméan sa fi
cunoscut mitologia populard, basmele analizate de Caraman, insd fard a asocia simbolurile (la care
face referire etnograful) cu exercitiul unei marcari corporale. Caraman insusi considera ca diferenta
de opinii generatd de originea si perpetuarea tatuajului in spatiul nostru tin de receptarea sa
redusa in randul populatiei autohtone; Minovici invoca rdspandirea sa sporadicd, cu precddere in
paturile sociale joase, fenomen prin urmare superficial, ,neavand nimic roméanesc in el”4.

Petru Caraman pledeaza pentru o prezenta anterioard finalului de secol XIX pe teritoriul
nostru, a unor forme grafice avand drept suport corpul, construind o argumentatie in perspectiva
diacronica si argumentandu-si ipotezele pe baza creatiilor folclorice. Lucrarea se deschide cu o
examinare a perioadei preistorice, prin raportarea la descoperirile arheologice de pe actualul
pamant romanesc: in viziunea sa, tatuarea este confirmata de prezenta, in siturile arheologice, a
colorantilor, a conservantilor in recipiente de lut ars, din os sau din corn de animale, ,care puteau
servi deopotrivd la vopsirea artificiald a corpului, ca si la tatuaj”s. Etnograful asociaza formele
temporare si permanente de impodobire a trupului prin desen, aratdnd cd ,un popor care practica
vopsirea primitivad a corpului, avea sd practice ulterior si tatuajul, iar adeseori le practica pe toate
sau amandoud concomitent”®. Tatuajul este vdzut ca o etapd de perfectionare atat sub aspect
tehnic, cat si estetic.

in sprijinul consideratiilor sale, pot fi aduse diverse dovezi de natura arheologica. in 1981,
la statia neolitica Cucuteni (jud. Iasi), au fost scoase la lumina 20 de figurine umane din ceramica
(fig.1), datate 4.800-3.000 i.Hr. Acestea sunt acoperite in totalitate cu ornamente geometrice,
dispuse simetric in striuri curbe paralele, colorate sau incrustate. O posibild interpretare are in
vedere varianta unei forme de tatuaj. Arheologul Douglass W. Bailey (Universitatea din San
Francisco) afirma: , Acestea pot fi tatuaje. Unii afirma cd sunt haine sau pot reprezenta altceva ce
noud ne scapd. Niciodatd nu vom sti cu sigurantd, dar intr-un fel, acest lucru este mai putin
important. Ceea ce este cu adevarat important este ca acestia foloseau suprafata corpului pentru a
comunica idei, indiferent cd aceste idei se puteau referi la apartenenta la o comunitate sau la
identitatea individuala””.

1 Prezentul studiu face parte din teza de doctorat cu titlul: Esteticd si sens in arta tatuajului: Ipostaze contemporane romdnesti,
pregatitd pentru a fi sustinutd in anul 2019 la Universitatea de Vest din Timisoara, Facultatea de Arte si Design.

2 Nicolae S. Minovici, Tatuajele in Romdnia, Bucuresti, Editura Curtea Veche, 2007, p. 187.

3 Petru Caraman, Studii de folclor. Volumul II, Bucuresti, Editura Minerva, 1988, p. 177.

4 Jbidem, p. 179.

5 Ibidem.

6 Ibidem, p. 180.

7 Douglas W. Bailey, Ceramic Female Figurine, in Archaeology Magazine, November/December 2013, a Publication of the
Archaelogical Institute of America.
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Fig.1. Figurine antropomorfe, ceramica, cultura Cucuteni, mil. V i.Hr.

In continuarea tezei sale, arheologul continud: ,In neolitic, cAnd se produce si se
ornamenteazd pentru prima datd ceramica, oamenii incizau vasele cu ajutorul unui varf ascutit,
acest procedeu putand fi interpretat de asemenea ca tatuare. Este posibil ca in urma acestei
experiente, oamenii sd fi inceput sd-si decoreze propria piele”s. Acelasi tip de figurine a fost
semnalat si in alte puncte de pe teritoriul tdrii: la Harman, in Transilvania, la Balaci, jud.
Teleorman si Crusova, jud. Olt.

Mai departe, Caraman se preocupa de informatiile furnizate de izvoarele antice. Din
izvoare afldim date legate si de stramosii populatiei romanesti. La Plinius gasim o indicatie clara:
~Ba si barbatii, la daci si la sarmati, isi tatueaza corpurile”®. Sursa precizeaza si ca ,semnul originii
dacilor se reproduce pe brat”10. Informatiile sunt incluse in contextul capitolului ce trateaza
~excrescentele patologice ale corpului uman”!, Caraman speculand ca exista posibilitatea ca dacii
sd fi realizat tatuaje prin scarificare.

Un alt neam cunoscator al tatuajului erau agatarsii, locuitori ai regiunii transilvane parte
componentd a vechii Dacii, potrivit lui Herodot. Poetul Virgiliu, in ,Eneida”, descrie o serie de
barbari, printre care si pe ,agatarsii cei tatuati” (pictique Agathyrsi). Tot la agatarsi se opreste si
Pomponius Mela (geograf roman), ardtand ca ,isi tatueaza fata si membrele”, cu atat mai mult si
mai fascinant, dupa ,cum fiecare exceleaza prin stramosi”12. Avem de-a face cu o simbolisticd a
originii, expusd nu numai strdinilor, ci importantd indeosebi in interiorul grupului etnic, prin
competitia realizdrii de forme cat mai expresive, care sa produca distinctie intre indivizi si sa le
confere prestigiu. ,Toti sunt tatuati, cu aceleasi semne si in asa chip, incat sa nu se poata sterge”1,

8 Ibidem.

9 Petru Caraman, op.cit., p. 185.
10 Jbidem.

11 Ibidem.

12 Jbidem, p. 189.

13 [bidem.
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ceea ce ne edificd asupra insemnatatii conferite desenului corporal la aceasta populatie. Istoricul
Ammianus Marcellinus scrie despre rdspandirea tatuajului la agatarsi, cu date legate de estetica
aleasd decdtre diversele categorii sociale: ,Zugravindu-si corpul cu culoare albastrd, ei isi vopsesc
chiar si parul. Si fireste, oamenii din popor se-mpodobesc cu figuri maruntele si rare; pe cand
nobilii, cu figuri mari si mai dese, in culori batatoare la ochi”1*. Desenele indica statutul social,
rangurile, intr-o ornamentatie canonizatd, prestabilita.

Getii constituie un alt material de examinare pentru folcloristul roman. In tratatul despre
tdlmadcirea viselor a lui Artemidoros, Caraman identifica informatia conform cdreia la populatiile
trace, aceia care se tatuau erau copiii de nobili; ,la geti insd, sclavii”?>. Caraman preia informatii ale
unor istorici - Tomaschek, Hirt sau Parvan - care afirma cd la getii luati prizonieri de razboi,
tatuajul nu are o ratiune punitiva (executat post factum, adica in urma invingerii lor in razboi), ci
prin aceea cd ei se tatuaserd anterior. De asemenea, exercitiul tatudrii la geti este plasat si in
contextul cultului lui Zamolxis, care, potrivit savantului rus Kazarov, ,si-l reprezentau mort ca
tiind tatuat”1.

Juxtapunerea tuturor acestor dovezi il va face pe Petru Caraman sa afirme cad indelungata
perioadd in care tatuajul nu apare consemnat in spatiul romanesc nu trebuie inteleasa ca o dovada
a incetdrii practicdrii lui. ,Acest arqumentum a silentio nu poate fi nicidecum convingator. Vestigii
ale tatuajului, ca o continuare a unei vechi traditii, exista la poporul romén aproape pretutindeni
pe unde se afld el situat, pana in vremea noastrda”?”. Caraman isi sprijind teoria pe investigarea
grupelor dialectale romanesti din Peninsula Balcanicd. Potrivit etnografului N. P. Vaidomir,
tatuajul exista la aroméanii nomazi din regiunea muntilor Pindului: , Azi tatuajul se mentine la
romanii nomazi - atat la ramura Firserotilor, cat si la cea a Sdrdcacianilor”18. Vaidomir intalnise in
cercetdrile sale bdtrani tatuati, tinerii din acea vreme recurgdnd mai rar la datind. In ceea ce
priveste populatia sedentara, tatuajul era mai rar intalnit, dar totusi prezent. Dovezile practicii
marcajelor respective sunt indicate in localitdtile din regiunea Pindului, si anume: Samarina,
Avdela, Perivole, Smixi, Paleoseli, Laca, Pdzi. ,In unele sate, ca de pilda la Gramaticova, Livezi,
Osani, tatuajul nu numai ca existd la batrani, dar se aplicd inca si la copiii de ambele sexe, pe la
varsta de 5-6 ani”1%. Prin urmare, de la varsta la care cei mici incep sa se distinga printr-o identitate
sociald, sunt amprentati conform unei reguli a cirei noimd nu s-a pastrat. In ceea ce priveste
terminologia, pentru cuvantul tatuaj foloseste termenul ,semnu”: ,adarda semnu” = a face semn.
Marcarea se intalneste la femei pe frunte (o cruce micd) si pe mand, unde se consemneaza data
nasterii si numele, precum si desene ca: o inimd, cruce, un schelet, o mandrad (plasd de prins peste,
impletiturd). La bdrbati, tatuajele se fdceau doar pe brat. Inima si scheletul reprezinta motive
moderne imprumutate, in timp ce motivele crucii si ale mandrei apartineau unei simbolistici locale
arhaice.

Un alt grup vorbitor de dialect romanesc la care se regdseste tatuajul este cel al megleno-
romanilor, asa cum il descrie un alt lingvist si folclorist, Pericle Papahagi: , Tatuajul este obicinuit
printre romanii din Meglenia”?. Tematica reprezentdrilor in acest caz repetd cateva motive
aroman: crucea tatuatd pe frunte, dar si pe brate - cruti-, numele si anul nasterii. Specific megleno-
romanilor este ,damca - un punct indesat ce si-l fac pe frunte, mai ales in partea unde se imbina
sprancenele”2!. Cuvantul este de origine turceascd si desemneaza semnul facut pe frunte cu fierul
rosu. Conform lui Caraman, stigmatul insa a fost convertit in tatuaj, instalandu-se ca traditie la
acesti romani. Alte motive care apar, florale sau vegetale, indeplinesc o functie pur ornamentala.

14 Ibidem.

15 Jbidem, p. 190.

16 [bidem, p. 193.

17 Ibidem, pp. 195-196.

18 Caraman precizeazad in nota sa de subsol urmatoarele: Cf. Vaidomir - lucrare manuscrisi de etnografie aromani (...) nu mai
retin exact titlul acestei lucrdri. De asemenea, nu putem indica aici pagina din care citam, deoarece ms-ul cu capitolul despre tatuaj
nu era incid definitiv paginat, cind I-am consultat.

19Aceeasi precizare ca la nota precedentd. Caraman nu poate face trimiterea la sursa.

20 Pericle Papahagi, Meglenoromanii. Studiu etnografic-filologic, I-1I, Bucuresti, 1902, aici vol. I, p. 116 apud Petru Caraman,
op.cit, p. 231.

21 Jbidem.
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Spre deosebire de aroméani, megleno-romanii au extins suprafata corporalad destinata tatuajului: pe
langa frunte si brate, barbatii se tatueaza si pe piept.

In felul in care este documentat la cei indeobste cunoscuti ca ,romanii de la sud de
Dundre”22, Caraman aratd ca tatuajul nu apare la marele grup al daco-romanilor. Unele indicii sunt
cuprinse totusi in tezaurul folcloric, in cantece populare si in basme. Autorul identificd un numar
de balade in care apare pomenitd aceasta practica: Cantecul lui Mircea Ciobanasul, Cantecul lui
Dobrisan si o balada provenita de la romanii din regiunea Timocului iugoslav.

Baladele

Cantecul lui Mircea Ciobinasul sau Mircea Ciobanul. Din variantele amintite de autor,
elocventd se dovedeste cea culeasa de cdtre folcloristul C. N. Mateescu (jud. Arges). Balada
povesteste intdlnirea dintre un cioban pe nume Mircea si Negru Voda. Pastorul porneste spre
Campulung pentru a se plange in divan domnitorului Tarii Romanesti de unele neajunsuri suferite
din pricina unor boieri. Domnul il sfatuieste cum sa actioneze, insa boierii se razbund, batandu-1
crunt pe impricinat. Drept urmare, Mircea Ciobanul isi face singur dreptate, taindu-le capetele, pe
care le aduce apoi lui Negru Voda. In consecintd domnitorul hotiriste condamnarea la moarte
prin spanzurdtoare a ciobanului, moment in care Mircea se madrturiseste drept frate al sdu.
Actiunea aduce in prim-plan pasajul in care sunt revelate dovezile prin care eroul isi dovedeste
obarsia inalta:

»Ldsati-l, nu-1 spanzurati, / Luati-l si mi-l dezbracati / Si de semne mi-1 catati! / Ca d-o

avea vreun semnisor, / O fi vro vitd de domn / $i mi-o fi d-un fratior. / Boierii mi-l

dezbrdca / Si de semne mi-1 cdta. / Si ce semne ca-mi gdsia? / Gasia-n pieptu-i soarele, /

Lumina cu razele; / Gésia in spate luna, / Lumina cu lumina; / In cei doi d-albi umerei, /

Lucea doi luceferi; / Si-n crestetul capului, / Scrisu-i spicul graului; / Si mai jos, la

subtioard, / Scrisa-mi-i d-o sabioard: / Semne bune de domnie, / Sotie de vitejie (...)" 2.

Astfel de documente, pe care le putem considera vizuale, permit o comparatie cu
semnele/marcajele corporale la care recurgeau odinioard aromdnii si megleno-roménii. Pentru
ultimii mentionati, avem de-a face in mod evident cu tatuaje, intelese ca practica de identificare
nominald, un soi de buletin al purtdtorului (obiceiul confirmand totodata adeziunea religioasd a
grupurilor la Ortodoxia Rdsdriteand). Semnele despre care aflaim din folclorul romanesc
marturisesc o distinctie de ordin social, accesibila numai pentru cei de neam. Ele confirma conditia
superioard a detindtorului. Nu stim cu sigurantd in ce mod sau cu ce tehnicd au fost executate
imaginile, desenele respective: putem doar presupune cd erau tatuaje; ele indeplinesc una dintre
functiile atribuite tatuajului: cea de a personaliza, de a distinge purtdtorul intr-o masa de indivizi,
de a ardta cd in legdturd cu acesta existd un ,ceva” deosebit (important, extraordinar etc.).

Cantecul lui Dobrisan prezinta multe similitudini cu epopeea lui Mircea Ciobinasul. Balada
este analizatd de cétre Caraman in varianta culeasd de G. Dem. Teodorescu, de la ldutarul brailean
Petrea Cretul Solcan. Un anume Dobrisan, din comuna Stoienesti, starneste invidia boierilor din
cauza bogatiilor sale, iar atunci cand este reclamat de cdtre acestia la domnitor, e nevoit sa-1
urmeze pe armasul trimis de Mihnea-Voda la Bucuresti, cu tot cu oile sale. Judecat si condamnat la
moarte, ciobanul isi dezvaluie calitatea de frate al domnitorului. De remarcat este rolul pe care il
joacd desenele corporale, fiindcd numai descoperirea lor pe trupul ciobanului il convinge pe
Mihnea-Vod4, care nu crede in confirmarea adusa de chiar mama celor doud personaje:

,(...) Vorba, mdre, nu sfarsea / Si el, mdre, ce-mi facea? / Pe atat nu se ldsa, / Ci de méana-1
apuca / Si la baie mi-l ducea: / De-saricd-1 dezbrdca, / Fara haine mi-1 lasa. / Si pe dansul
ce gasia? / Ti gisea mare, la brau, / Scris prejur un spic de grau / Si la piept de se uita, /
Scris pe dansul ce gdsia? Ii gdsea domnesti odoare; / Sfanta lund, sfantul soare: / Iar in cei
doi umerei, / Gdsia doi luceferei” 24,

22 [bidem.
2 C. N. Mateescu, Balade, Vilenii de Munte, 1909, p. 11 apud Petru Caraman, op.cit, p. 228.
24 G. Dem. Teodorescu, Poezii populare romdne, 1885, p. 474, apud Petru Caraman, op.cit, p. 220.
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Naratiunea se sfarseste in chip fericit: Mihnea-Vodd, care nu mai are nici o indoiald privind
legdtura de sange dintre ei, isi invita fratele si domneascd impreund. In toate variantele baladei,
Dobrisan refuzd, preferand sa ramana pentru totdeauna pastor.

Prezenta acestor semne pe trupurile personajelor - in ambele balade - se constituie in
indicii ce evidentiaza indivizi exceptionali, prin aceea cd au o origine deosebita de cea a oamenilor
de rand. Prezentate drept ,semne bune de domnie”?, ele reproduc o iconografie des intdlnita in
ethosul autohton, atat in creatiile epice, ci si in patrimoniul material (tesaturi, picturi, sculpturi
etc.): soarele, luna si luceferii, precum si spicul de grau. Astrii, parte a mitologiei cerului,
augmenteaza sensul sacru al semnelor posibil tatuate, sacralitate subliniatd de pasaje precum: ,[...]
fi gdsea domnesti odoare: / Sfanta lund, Sfantul soare [...]”26. Motivul sabiei la subsoara, si mai
evident pentru pretentia la o ascensiune domneascd, apare doar in prima baladd, insd Caraman
este de pdrere cd s-a pierdut prin transmiterea de-a lungul vremii. Dispunerea semnelor pe corp
diferd, insa fara a modifica simbolistica - aceasta fiind identicd in ambele cazuri.

Cea de-a treia baladd, fara titlu, apartine romanilor din Timocul sarbesc, localitatea
Alexandrovat, jud. Kraina. Dediu, inalt dregator si ginere al lui Negru-Vodad, este invidiat de catre
domnitor pentru simpatia de care se bucurd la curte, pentru farmecul sdu. Necazurile marelui
vistier incep cand domnitorul afld cd Dediu ar purta anumite insemne pe corp, posibild dovada
pentru o obarsie inalta si justificind, prin urmare, pretentii legitime la tron. Paragraful ales de
Petru Caraman se referd la momentul verificdrii acestor ihsemne:

,(...) Negru-Voda puiu de domn / N-avea minte de un om! / 1l c4td pe Dediu-n cap! / Gasi

semnu de-mpadrat. / Da mi-l catd pe sub brau: / Gasi spiculet de grau./ Si mi-l cdta printre

spete, / Gasi spiculetu verde. / $i-l cata sub subsuoard, / Gdsi semn de sabioard./ Negru-

Voda asa vorbea: / - Fa-i cucoand, soata mea, / Bune samne s-a aratat: / C-o s fie de-

mpdrat (...)"%.

In acest caz, semnele corporale nu aduc beneficii detinatorului; acestea pot atrage dupa sine
moartea posibilului contracandidat la tron si sinuciderea domnitei. Nu ni se spune care este
~semnu de-mpdrat”, el fiind probabil cel mai edificator motiv pentru decizia luatd de Negru-Voda;
se pomeneste , sdbioara”, pe care o asociem indeobste cu un luptdtor, cu o serie de calitdti precum
curajul, neinfricarea. Motivul sabiei indicd vitejia purtdtorului si apartenenta sa la clasa
rdzboinicilor, intr-o epoca in care primul ostean al tarii este, si nu numai in teorie, domnul tarii. Cei
ce pretind si detin conducerea tarii indeplinesc in chip obligatoriu si conditia de bun luptator,
arma certificind nu numai curajul in luptd, ci si indiciul suveranitatii. Cat priveste spicul, el trimite
la bogata mitologie a graului: in interpretarea autorului, este pus in legadtura cu o straveche traditie
agrara caracteristica teritoriului roménesc, cunoscut drept spatiu al existentei unei populatii cu un
indelungat specific ocupational de lucratori ai pamantului (agricultori si pastori).

Similar cu ansamblul de semnificatii asociate astrilor, simbolistica spicului de grau si a
sabiei denotd marca descendentei divine. Dumnezeu {i indica astfel pe cei alesi spre a conduce
destinele oamenilor pe pamant. Toate baladele care pomenesc aceastd tipologie de tatuaje descriu
in termeni elogiosi imaginile gasite pe corpul eroilor: ,semne bune de domnie?s , semne multe de
mandrie?® si Bune samne s-a ardtat: / C-o sd fie de-mpdrat (...)"” 0.

Basmele

O altd categorie examinatd de Petru Caraman o constituie povestile romanesti. La fel ca in
balade, regdsim in cateva povesti motivul desenelor, al imaginilor plasate in anumite locuri de pe
corp si care in imprejurdri limitd sunt devoalate ca dovezi ale exceptionalitatii.

25 C. N. Mateescu, loc.cit.

26 G. Dem. Teodorescu, loc.cit.

27 C. Sandu Timoc, Poezii populare de la romanii din Valea Timocului, Craiova, p. 23-29 apud Petru Caraman, op.cit., p. 211.
28 C. N. Mateescu, loc.cit.

29 G. Dem. Teodorescu, loc.cit.

30 C. Sandu Timoc, loc.cit.
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In Ciobinasul cel istet, basm cules si prelucrat de citre Petre Ispirescu, prea frumoasa fata de
impdrat urmeaza a se marita doar cu cel care ii va ghici ,semnele ce are pe trup”3.. Un ciobdnas,
care-si pastea turma de oi in apropierea raului, o vdzu intr-o zi pe frumoasa printesd, goald, pe
cand se scdlda in lac, el fiind astfel singurul, din multimea de pretendenti, capabil sa le descrie:
,Prea mdrite impdrate si impardteasd, fata mariilor voastre are soarele-n piept, luna in spate si doi
luceferi in cei doi umeri”32. Intr-o altd variant4 (satul Madeiu, jud. Suceava), aspirantul cu succes la
mana domnitei este un porcar; insemnele fetei sunt aceleasi: , Are soarele in piept, luna in spate si
luceferi in umeri”3. Se cunoaste si o variantd din Oltenia, culeasd de N. I. Dumitrascu in satul
Obislav, jud. Valcea: , Pe pieptul impadrdtitei, era soarele si pe spate, luna cu stelele!”34,

In toate cele trei versiuni, precum si in baladele anterior prezentate, motivul astrilor este
recurent. Soarele, luna, luceferii exprimd o carte de vizitd, menitd sd demonstreze descendenta
nobild, iar pentru fetele de imparat, pe langa semnificatia obarsiei, ele reprezintd o augmentare a
frumusetii neasemuite.

Astrii definesc exceptionalitatea si pentru eroii masculini. In Fit-Frumos si fata negustorului
(colectia intocmitd de Petre Ispirescu), eroina da nastere unui copil cu soarele in piept, luna in
spate si cu cate un luceafar pe fiecare umar. In Insiri-te mirgarite, mezina promite ci: ,Daci m-ar
lua pe mine impdratul de nevastd, eu i-as face doi coconi cu stele pe inimd, luna pe spate si o fata
asemenea, cu deosebire c-ar avea soarele pe frunte”?. Variante ale aceleiasi povesti expun incd un
atribut al frumusetii idealizate: aurul. ,De m-ar lua pe mine feciorul dla de boier ce trece p-aci, eu
i-as face doi feti logofeti cu totul si cu totul de aur”3. In acest sens, se identifici si referinte precum
,mdrul de aur”, ,pdrul de aur”, ,mainile de aur” etc. Asocierea motivelor ceresti cu metalul nobil
accentueazd rolul decorativ. in basme, ele contribuie ,,in mod eficace la crearea unor exemplare ale
frumusetii umane de tipul perfectiunii”¥. Adesea, soarele este reprezentat printr-o culoare
deosebitd, auriu, acolo unde a fost posibil folosindu-se foita de aur sau materiale care sa creeze o
imagine similard. Auriul si argintiul, situate in afara culorilor obisnuite, au dezvoltat o ampla
simbolisticd a extra-ordinarului, a regalitatii si indicd de obicei calitdti deosebite, supra-ordinare.

Trecand in revistd aceste materiale de provenienta folcloricd, transmise predominant pe
cale orald, conchidem ca reprezentdrilor de pe trupurile eroilor din basme si balade le este asociata
in primul rand o functie sociald. In plan secundar, formele grafice impresioneaza prin existenta
iesitd din ordinar (i.e. faptul cd doar unii indivizi le posedd) si prin esteticd (o frumusete figurata
de itemi cu mare incarcatura simbolica): deriva de aici un status deosebit al purtatorului, revelat in
momentul dezvelirii publice a desenelor/semnelor. In ipoteza c4 ele reprezentau tatuaje, ne putem
intreba de ce au fost ocultate permanent de cdtre posesori, descoperite fiind numai in situatii-
limitd. In mod cert, acele reprezentiri legitimau o conditie aparte: putem observa insd ci
frumusetea lor, oricat de extraordinard, nu a fost destinata privirii, i.e. contemplarii.

Din povestile analizate de P. Caraman, obtinem o descriere privind felul semnelor ce
amprenteazd corpul, plasarea lor, iar uneori culoarea. Nu apar insd niciodatd informatii privind
circumstantele producerii lor. Etnograful explica astfel fenomenul: ,Céand insa obiceiul tatuajului a
dispdrut farda urma ca practica si cand ii dispdruse chiar si amintirea, este evident cd motivele
astrale nu mai puteau fi intelese de nimeni - nici dintre povestitori si cu atdt mai putin de
ascultatori - ca semne de tatuaj. Atunci fantezia populard a imaginat ca eroina sau eroul s-a ndscut
cu acele semne minunate. Era aceasta o explicatie foarte plauzibila si totodata in spiritul basmelor.
Faptul cd astrele privite ca simboluri ale frumosului ideal - in calitatea lor de ornamente care
impodobesc corpul omenesc - au fost puse pe seama nasterii, venea sa accentueze si mai mult

31 Petre Ispirescu, Legende sau basmele romdnilor, II, p. 53 apud Petru Caraman, op.cit, p. 231.

32 Ibidem.

3 Cf. Sezdtoarea, an II., p. 153-157. Acest basm a fost cules din , gura unui taran” de Artur Gorovei, directorul revistei
apud Petru Caraman, op.cit.

34 Aici autorul nu oferd nicio trimitere.

3% Cf. I.C.Fundescu, Basme..., ap. L.Sdineanu, op.cit., p.406 apud Petru Caraman, op.cit, p.239.

36 Petre Ispirescu, Basme, Bucuresti, Editura Unicart, 2007, p. 154.

37 Petru Caraman, op.cit, p. 241.
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atmosfera de miraculos in care sunt invaluiti eroii sau eroinele de basm, purtdtori ai acestor
semne”38,

Evident, reprezentdrile de pe trupurile personajelor mitologice nu sunt semne din nastere,
ci semne create, pe care folcloristul roman le asociaza indubitabil cu tatuajele. Povestile transmit
ideea ca semne precum spicul, sabia, astrele nu sunt dobandite in timpul vietii, ci viata individului
incepe cu/sub aceste semne. Desenele au astfel o origine miraculoasa, detindtorii lor nascandu-se
cu ele. Teza sa se dovedeste deopotriva greu de sustinut si de combatut, in absenta surselor care sa
ofere minime informatii despre tatuare in teritoriile locuite de romani timp de secole.

Contributia lui P. Caraman la istoriografia tatuajului in arealul roménesc se remarca prin
efortul consultdrii izvoarelor antice, care pomenesc de obiceiul pictdrii corpului la populatii de pe
cuprinsul Daciei si regiunile limitrofe. Parcurgerea autorilor greci si romani pune in lumind
informatii certe despre practica curentd (nu sporadicd) a impodobirii cu desene pe trup si pe chip.
Ea imbrdca forme variate, in functie de neam, comun tuturor fiind faptul cd reprezentdrile
traduceau multiple sensuri culturale (aspecte etnice, de clasa sociald, religioase etc.). Calitatea de
tatuaj este confirmata de modul realizarii: , Toti sunt tatuati, cu aceleasi semne si in asa chip, incat
sd nu se poatd sterge”, ceea ce denotd intentia de marcare permanentd si la vedere (adica
expunerea publicd) a pdrtilor tatuate. Un alt reper al lucrdrii lui Caraman constd in explorarea
multor naratiuni folclorice, in incercarea de a gdsi indicii ale tatuajului in vechea cultura populara
(proto)roménd, demers care lasad deschisa intrebarea privind natura unei astfel de practici.

Desi Caraman nu a operat decat cu surse secundare, ele nu sunt mai putin importante sau
relevante: imaginile vehiculate in basme si balade sunt expresii ale unor vremuri cand simbolistica
apartenentei la clasa conducdtoare se facea cunoscutd si prin alte forme, in afara celor oficializate,
formale. Nu putem identifica epoca/epocile la care ar fi putut face referire Caraman: alura miticd a
creatiilor populare nu a retinut amdnuntele temporale. Rdmane doar faptul ca intr-un timp
anistoric, posibilul tatuaj s-a dovedit important prin functia sa sociald si apoi estetica. Altfel spus,
cea de-a doua era importantd prin configurarea acelor elemente care, prin semantica lor, trimit la
conditia superioritdtii, exceptionalitdtii. O altd observatie asupra analizei intreprinse de folclorist
tine de raspandirea geografica a semnelor extra-ordinare: prezenta lor certa in cultura aromanilor
si a meglenitilor ne provoaca sd gasim raspunsuri privind situatia de la nord de Dundre, unde
numai eposul popular vehiculeaza posibilitatea tatuarii (si aceasta numai in anumite imprejurari).
O explicatie a semnului crucii la neamurile sud-dunarene credem ca se leaga de dorinta legitimarii
intr-un spatiu dominat secole la rdnd de otomanii musulmani. Cert este cd ratiunile marcajelor
corporale - dacd admitem cd au existat pe teritoriul actual al Romaniei, pand la intrarea in
modernitate, practici de tatuare - au fost diferite de o parte si de alta a fluviului. Dovada este
tematica formelor grafice, precum si calitatea si numarul purtdtorilor. La aromani si megleno-
romani tatuajul constituia (cel putin pana in vremea vizitelor de teren ale lui N. P. Vaidomir - desi
nu stim de cdnd anume se instituise) o practicd curentd si accesibild tuturor. La romani, semnele de
pe corp apar ca exceptii, iar iconografia este una care trimite la simbolurile precrestine, nefiind
pomenita crucea, ci astrii.

38 Jbidem, p. 242.
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The symbolism of the tattoo in the Romanian fairy tales and ballads.
Case study: Petru Caraman

(Abstract)

The current research comments on a unique study in the historiography of the Romanian
tattoo: “The Romanian Tattoo According to Their Folklore Creations”. This study challenges the
Minovician thesis, which states that tattoo is an import and does not belong to a local custom.
Bringing the Romanian fairy tales and ballads as a counterargument, P. Caraman unveils a history
of drawings in our traditional culture, graphic productions that confirm exceptional individuals,

whose distinction with the rest of society is indicated precisely by the presence of drawings on
their bodies.
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Zeu: un element onomastic rar din Maramuresul secolului al XIV-lea
VICTOR V. VIZAUER
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Key words: Anthroponymy, Maramures, Onomastics, Middle Ages, 14" Century

Intr-un articol precedent! mi-am indreptat atentia asupra antroponimelor utilizate de citre
romanii din comitatul Maramures pe parcursul veacului al XIV-lea. Printre numele extrase din
documentele oficiale ale vremii s-a aflat si un element antroponimic mai putin obisnuit: Zeu. In
cadrul respectivului articol nu a fost momentul pentru analiza individuald a acestui nume, care, de
altfel, merita o atentie speciald datorita raritatii si deosebirii sale. Prin urmare, in materialul de fata
mi-am propus sda umplu acest gol din antroponimia medievald maramureseand. Un alt motiv al
acestei cercetdri de mica anvergura este reprezentat de faptul ca numele Zeu este nu doar deosebit
in comparatie cu celelalte nume intalnite pe teritoriul Maramuresului medieval, dar exista o
singurd mentiune a sa in aceastd zona pe parcursul veacului al XIV-lea.

Prima mentiune a unui individ purtand numele Zeu ar fi putut sa fie din anul 1326 (22
septembrie), cand regele Ungariei Carol Robert daruieste lui Stanislau Cnezul (in text: Stanislao
Kynezio), fiul lui Zeu, si urmasilor sdi, pamantul Zurdok, numit si Borzanfalua (Barsana)2. Insi Ioan
Mihalyi de Apsa il contrazice pe Georgius Fejér, considerand ca nu este vorba despre numele Zeu
(sau Leu), ci despre Sten (Stan)?.

Prin urmare, singura persoand care a purtat numele Zeu este amintita intr-un act emis la
Sighet (Zigeth) in data de 9 ianuarie 13884. Prin acest document, Drag, comite de Maramures si Satu
Mare, precum si comite al secuilor, adeverea faptul ca Dragos, fiul lui Vayk / Wayk, vorbind si in
numele fratilor sdi, s-a inteles cu Costa, fiul lui Dragos de Giulesti, cu privire la uciderea fratelui
sdu Zeu (al lui Dragos, fiul lui Vayk). Din textul documentului nu reiese nici localitatea de origine
sau resedinta si nici etnia lui Zeu. lar pe Vayk editorii Documenta historiam Valachorum in Hungaria
illustrantia, usque ad annum 1400 p. Christum l-au catalogat ca , persoand necunoscuta”>. Probabil ca
asa va ramane si in continuare.

In acelasi articol amintit mai sus, ce cuprinde si liste cu nume, pe indivizii purtitori a-i
antroponimului Dragos i-am trecut intre cei roméni (unde a fost precizatd sau era deductibild
etnia) sau posibil romani® (bazandu-ma pe faptul cd numele Dragos si antroponimele inrudite au
fost utilizate de roméni / vlahi, in general fiind prezente in regiunile in care acestia locuiau in
numdr mare: inafard de Maramures, amintesc comitatul Bereg” sau zona Banatului®; numele este
frecvent si la vlahii de pe teritoriul Serbiei de azi®), iar pe Vayk / Wayk, tatal lui Dragos si Zeu, 1-
am inclus intre indivizii a cdror apartenentd etnica este necunoscutd, antroponimul fiind trecut
alaturi de cele maghiare sau cu sonoritate maghiara (dupa Vayk - Stefan, primul rege ungar)1. In
ce priveste antroponimul Zeu, acesta ar putea sd fie forma romanizata a numelui Deus, intalnit atat
in Transilvania, cat si in alte regiuni ale Europei (dupd cum se va vedea pe parcursul acestui
articol), sau o prescurtare a lui Zebedue / Zevedeu. Ca urmare a informatiilor precare transmise

1 Vizauer 2017.

2 Fejér, VII1/7, nr. CLVI, p. 197-198.

3 Mihalyi 2009, nr. 3, p. 7-9 si nota 2, p. 9.

4 Petrovay 1909, nr. I1I, p. 3-4; Documenta Valachorum, nr. 310, p. 335.

5 Documenta Valachorum, nota 2, p. 335.

¢ Vizauer 2017, p. 104.

7 DRH.(/16, nr. 246, p. 323-324: sunt amintiti roménii Clement, Ioan, Makzen, Nicolae, Valentin, Craciun,
Ioan, Dragos, Saracin etc (anul 1383).

8 DRH.C/13, nr. 314, p. 480-481: Dragul (anul 1368).

® Hurmuzaki, Densusianu 1890, 1/2, nr. DCXXXVI, p. 774-777: sunt mentionati, printre altii, vlahii Draga,
Dragan, Dragin, Dragos / Dragus, Dragoslav, Dragsan, Dragun, Dragusla, Dragut (anii 1222-1228).

10 Vizauer 2017, p. 105 si 107.
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de document despre membri acestei familii, putem doar presupune cd Zeu a fost un romén din
comitatul Maramures. Ins3, indiferent ce etnie a avut purtatorul numelui, acest lucru nu rezolva
problema centrald a acestui articol, si anume: care este situatia antroponimului Zeu? care este
semnificatia si originea sa? In continuare voi analiza fiecare posibilitate si voi trage concluziile ce
se impun.

Antroponimul Deus

La inceputul veacului al XIII-lea numele Deus este prezent in comitatul Bihor. In anul 1214
este amintit un anume Deus, fiul lui Sanctus, locuitor in villa inferioris Quer (azi Cheriu, jud. Bihor),
care invinuieste de furt pe consateanul sdu Ioan, iobag al lui Hus'!. Trei ani mai tarziu, in anul
1217, este mentionat un alt individ pe nume Deus, care a fost acuzat cd este om al cetatii Bihor, cel
in cauzd reusind sd dovedeascd cd era un om pe deplin liber’2. Dupd aceste exemple de la
inceputul secolului XIII numele Deus dispare din paleta antroponimica utilizata in Transilvania si
comitatele invecinate. Si in alte parti ale Ungariei medievale existd cateva exemple ale
antroponimului Deus / Deeus, databile tot in secolele XII-XIII'3.

De altfel, si pe teritoriul comitatelor Bihor si Arad au existat antroponime construite cu
ajutorul lui Deus. Este vorba despre Michadeus si Homodeus. In primul caz avem de-a face, dupa
cum am ardtat in alt material4, cu forma latind a numelui Mihail / Mihael (,Cine este ca
Dumnezeu”), fiind alcdtuit asemandtor: Mika (,cine este ca”) + -ell> (prescurtare pentru Elohim -
unul dintre numele lui Dumnezeu in Biblia ebraicd), respectiv Micha + -deus (Dumnezeu). Acest
nume a fost purtat de un singur iobag, de pe proprietatile bisericii sfantului Martin din Arad, in a
doua jumadtate a secolului al XII-lea si in prima parte a celui urmator, documentul care il aminteste
fiind un privilegiu emis in anul 1177 de cdtre regele maghiar Bela al Ill-lea, reconfirmat in anii
1202-1203 de cdtre Emeric al II-leal¢. La inceputul secolului XIV antroponimul Mihedeus mai este
semnalat in sudul Ungariei, in comitatele Bacs (anul 1308) si Baranya (1322)'7.

In ce priveste semnificatia antroponimului Homodeus, aceasta ar fi ,Omul lui Dumnezeu”,
fiind construit din aldturarea lui homo (om, bdrbat, persoand) si al lui -deus (Dumnezeu). Ca
purtdtori ai numelui Homodeus pe parcursul secolului al XlIII-lea am identificat trei persoane
sigure, dintre care doud aveau forme ale acestui element onomastic, precum Homdeus, Omodeus.
Purtatorii acestui nume provin din zona Bihorului si a comitatului Zsabolcs (in Ungaria).
Homodeus'® si Homdeus! au fost mentionati in acelasi an, 1221, si proveneau din satele Nanas
(azi Hajdunénés) si Bolth (azi pusta Bét), situate in comitatul Szabolcs, iar comitele Omodeus?,
amintit in 1258, era probabil din comitatul Bihor. In prima parte a veacului al XIV-lea sunt
semnalate documentar persoane purtand variante ale numelui Homodeus in mai multe comitate
ale Regatului Maghiar: Homodeus / Omodeus (anii 1307-1318, palatin), Omodeus (a. 1317, com.
Vas), Omodeus (a. 1325, com. Szabolcs), Omodeus (a. 1332, com. Abatij), Omodeus (a. 1342, com.
Gyor)2L.

Nici in alte regiuni ale Europei antroponimul Deus nu a reprezentat o alegere comuna. In
doud documente din prima si a doua jumatate a secolului XIII, emise de cdtre Stefan (Nemanjic),
primul rege al Serbiei (1217-1228) si apoi de Stefan Uros al Il-lea (1282-1321), sunt nominalizati

11 Regestrum Varadinense, nr. 85, p. 183; DIR.C.XI-XI1l/1, nr. 67 /85, p. 62; Turcus et al. 2011, vol. II, p. 237.

12 Regestrum Varadinense, nr. 165, p. 213; DIR.C.XI-XI1l/1, nr. 67 /165, p. 83; Turcus et al. 2011, vol. II, p. 237.
13 Fehértoi 2004, p. 249.

14 Vizauer 2016, p. 246.

15 Bdlan-Mihailovici 2009, p. 385.

16 Szentpétery, I, nr. 202, p. 61-66; DIR.C.XI-XI1l/1, nr. 41, p. 23-27, 363-367; Borsa 1962, p. 212-217. Pentru
individul numit Michadeus se poate vedea si Turcus et al. 2011, vol. II, p. 762.

17 Sliz 2011, p. 317.

18 Regestrum Varadinense, nr. 295, p. 265; DIR.C.XI-XIIl/1, nr. 67/295, p. 119.

19 Regestrum Varadinense, nr. 294, p. 264; DIR.C.XI-XI1l/1, nr. 67/294, p. 118.

20 Fejér, IV /2, p. 461-463; DIR.C.X11I/2, nr. 23, p. 25-26.

2 Sliz 2011, p. 364.
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peste 400 de vlahi??, printre acestia fiind purtdtori a doua nume cu acelasi inteles ca Deus, si anume
Deon, respectiv Deonis?. Si in zona Romei au fost inregistrate pentru secolele X-XII doud nume, cu
semnificatie crestind clard, formate cu Deus, si anume: Deustebenedicat si Deusvossalvet, ambele
nume fiind atestate numai de cate patru ori?*. Semnificatia celor doud nume este relevanta pentru
membrii Bisericii Crestine: ,Dumnezeu sd te binecuvanteze”, respectiv ,Dumnezeu sd va
méntuiasca”.

Antroponimul Zebedeu / Zevedeu

Existd si posibilitatea ca in cazul lui Zeu sd fie vorba despre o prescurtare a numelui Zebedeu
/ Zevedeu, iar forma Zeu sa fi fost o intelegere / scriere gresita / altfel a lui Zeb sau Zev.

Zevedeu (Zebedei) este un nume iudaic, ce apare in Noul Testament?>, persoana care il purta
fiind un pescar din Betsaida (Israel) si tatdl a doi dintre apostoli, Ioan Evanghelistul si Iacob. Acest
element onomastic a fost utilizat in Transilvania pe parcursul secolului XIV, dar si in cel
precedent?. O prima mentiune, indirectd, la o persoand cu numele Zebedeu provine din anul 1283
in contextul hotdrnicirii unei proprietati, fiind amintit locul / muntele lui Zebedeu (in text: locum
Zebedei nominatum; monte Zebedey)?. O altd aparitie a lui Zebedeu in peisajul antroponimic ardelean
este in anii 1332-1337, cand este amintit Zebedeus, preotul din Popfalua (sacerdos de Popfalua), cu
ocazia strangerii dijmelor papale2. Din a doua parte a secolului XIV (anul 1375) avem si un nobil
ce purta antroponimul Zebedeu / Zevedeu (Zebede), mai precis nobilul de Faragau®.

Zeu: o posibila porecla?

In unele documente medievale, referitoare la indivizi si pricini din diferite parti ale Ungariei,
termenul zeu apare ca desemnand o culoare, utilizatd in special cand era vorba despre cai. Exemple
au ajuns la noi din anii 131430, 132951, 134932, 1373% sau 138134 De pildd, dintr-un act emis la 18
martie 1349 afldm ca Nicolae, fiul lui Ladislaus de Baluk / Balak, a luat cu forta de pe mosia
Chohul a lui Ioan, fiul lui Petru, un cal de culoare zeu3. Sau, la 18 august 1349, in cadrul adunarii
generale a nobililor din comitatele Szabolcs si Bereg, tinutd langa satul Karaz, Grigore si loan s-au
plans ca la targul tinut in Kallo le-au fost luati de cadtre Mihail zis Chuntus si Nicolae zis Berzethe,
impreund cu alte marfuri si obiecte, doi cai: unul de culoarea zeu si altul de culoarea kekpeg3®.

Dictionarul istorico-etimologic al limbii maghiare, in dreptul cuvantului széke (blond), printre
altele, oferd si urmatorul exemplu: Equum meum zeu coloris. Prin urmare, se pare cd aceastd culoare
zeu este aceeasi cu galben deschis, blond (daci vorbim despre oameni). In acelasi dictionar se arata
cd radacina cuvantului este sz6 si provine probabil din perioada ugrica®. In Documenta Romaniae
Historica traducerea culorii zeu s-a facut cu bdlan38, adicd blond sau de culoare deschisa.

2 Hurmuzaki, Densusianu 1890, I/2, nr. DCXXXV], p. 774-777; nr. DCXLILV, p. 796-805.
2 Hurmuzaki, Densusianu 1890, I/2, nr. DCXLIV, p. 796-805.

2 Savio 1999, p. 383.

25 Biblia, Marcu, 3:17.

2 Vezi Turcus et al. 2011, vol. II, p. 1338.

2 Fejér, V /3, p. 153-156; DIR.C.XI1l/2, nr. 285, p. 251-253.

28 Mon. Vat. Hung., 1/1, p. 113, 122, 127, 139; DIR.C.XIV/3, nr. 56, p. 165, 181, 191, 211; se poate vedea si la Sliz
2011, p. 505.

2 Banffy, I, nr. CCXXXV, p. 326-327; DRH.C/14, nr. 368, p. 517-518.

30 Anjou, 111, nr. 689, p. 308.

31 Anjou, XIII, nr. 428, p. 265; nr. 449, p. 276; nr. 465, p. 285.

32 Anjou, XXXIIL, nr. 183, p. 110.

3 Kallay, 11, nr. 1704, p. 166; DRH.C/14, nr. 245, p. 373.

34 Magyar Nemzeti Levéltdir: DL 52383.

% Anjou, XXXIII, nr. 183, p. 110.

36 Anjou, XXXIIL, nr. 612, p. 304.

87 A magyar nyelv, p. 792-793.

38 DRH.C/14, nr. 245, p. 373.
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In actele medievale apar de multe ori formele zeuke, zewke sau zeuche ale cuvantului szoke
(blond)3. Este posibil ca varianta zeu sa fi fost o prescurtare pentru zeuke sau o forma utilizatd in
cazul animalelor, deoarece zeuke, zewke si zeuche sunt folosite de obicei in legdturd cu oamenii.

Revenind la numele Zeu, trebuie sa tinem seama, dupd cele prezentate mai sus, ca exista
posibilitatea ca Zeu sa nu fie numele individului, ci o porecld la fel ca Zeuke - Blondul.

Consideratii finale

Ceea ce se poate afirma cu sigurantd, atunci cand ne gandim la elementul antroponimic Zeu,
este faptul cd avem de-a face cu un nume deosebit, indiferent daca este vorba despre o forma
romanizatd a lui Deus, o prescurtare a lui Zebedeu / Zevedeu sau despre porecla Blondul /
Balanul.

De asemenea, indiferent dacd avem sau nu de-a face cu un roman in persoana lui Zeu,
elementul onomastic este foarte rar, atat printre maramureseni, cat si la indivizii din alte zone.

In ce priveste asocierea numelui Zeu cu Deus, Zevedeu ori porecla Blondul, inclin sa cred c&
cea mai plauzibila explicatie ar fi cd Zeu este o porecla. Ma bazez aici pe urmatoarele realitdti ale
vremii:

-antroponimul Zevedeu este mult prea rar pentru a se naste o prescurtare a sa;

-nu avem certitudinea cd traducerea / romanizarea numelui Deus / Deon ar fi fost sub forma
Zeu;

-culoarea ,,zeu” este amintita documentar destul de des si pe tot parcursul veacului al XIV-lea,
in timp ce numele Deus, Deon si celelalte antroponime mentionate mai sus apar mai ales in secolul
XIII si prima parte a secolului XIV.

Cu toate cd am prezentat cateva argumente in favoarea considerdrii lui Zeu ca fiind o porecla
(mai precis porecla Blondul sau Bdlanul), acestea nu sunt destul de puternice - pana la aparitia

unor informatii noi - pentru a exclude in totalitate si celelalte posibilitati.

3 Spre exemplu: Ub., II, nr. 652, p. 70-71; DIR.C.XIV/4, nr. 752, p. 518-519 (anul 1349); DRH.C/13, nr. 462, p.
687-688; nr. 485, p. 721-731 (anul 1370).
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Zeu: An Unusual Anthroponym from the 14t Century Maramures
(Abstract)

In a previous article (Vizauer 2017), I focused on the Anthroponyms used by the inhabitants of
Maramures county during the 14t century. Among the names extracted from the offical
documents of that time, there was also an unusual onomastic element: Zeu (God, in Romanian
language). In that article it was not the time for the individual analysis of this name, which, in fact,
diserves special attention because of its rarity and iths distinction among the other names.
Therefor, in the present material I have proposed to do so.

The discussion focuses on tree possibilities that could indicate the origin and meaning of the
anthroponym Zeu: 1) either it is a Romanian form of the name Deus (God); 2) or it is an
abbreviation of the name Zebedeu / Zevedeu; 3) or we are dealing with the nickname Zeuke
(Szoke - Blonde, in Hungarian language) in a shortened form. After the analysis, I have not reached
a definitive conclusion, but I can say that most likely Zeu is a short form of Zeuke nickname
(Blonde), possibly transformed into a personal name.

Victor V. VIZAUER
Institutul de Istorie ,George Baritiu” al Academiei Roméane, Cluj-Napoca
vviki200@yahoo.com
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Centenarul Marii Uniri, 1918-2018
Omagiu si recunostinta celor care au infaptuit Romania Mare
Contributii la 0 mai buna cunoastere a istoriei locale

Lucia Por, OANA LESIU, VIOREL RuUsU

Cuvinte cheie: Centenarul Unirii, proiecte culturale, Alba Iulia, 1 Decembrie 1918, delegati alesi si de drept,
cercetare de teren, istorie orald, Maramures, locuri de veci, insemne memoriale, George Pop de Bdsesti, sesiune
stiintificd.

Keywords: Romania’s Great Union Centenary, cultural projects, Alba Iulia, 1st of December 1918, elected
and official delgates, field research, oral history, graves, memorial tokens, George Pop de Bdsesti, scientific lecture

Muzeul Judetean de Istorie si Arheologie Maramures este una dintre institutiile publice de
cultura pentru care celebrarea Centenarului a constituit o componenta importanta a activitatii,
strategia asumata vizand implementarea unor proiecte care sa rezoneze cu necesitatea de a face
cunoscutd mostenirea trditorilor in aceste locuri care au facut posibilda Marea Unire.

Astfel, in anul 2017, institutia a implementat proiectul cultural ,Maramureseni la Alba
Iulia. 1 Decembrie 1918”1, care a urmarit sd readuca in memoria colectiva delegatii de drept si cei
alesi de catre membrii comunitatilor locale pentru a-i reprezenta la Alba Iulia si pentru a hotdri
Unirea in numele lor. Un prim obiectiv al proiectului a fost localizarea si identificarea locurilor de
veci (mormintelor) ale celor 57 de delegati de drept si alesi?, participanti la Marea Adunare
Nationala de la Alba Iulia din 1 Decembrie 1918, din actualul judet Maramures. in consecintd,
cercetarea de teren s-a facut in urmatoarele localitati, apartindtoare celor patru zone istorice,
respectiv Maramures (Baia Borsa, Berbesti, Budesti, Calinesti, Dragomiresti, Giulesti, Iapa, Ieud,
Sapanta, Sarbi, Sighetu Marmatiei, Vdleni, Petrova, Viseu de Sus, Viseu de Jos), Chioar (Baia Mare,
Cavnic, Copalnic-Mandastur, Fauresti, Hideaga, Laschia, Mocira, Negreia, Seini, Somcuta Mare,
Tautii Magherdus, Tautii de Sus), Lapus (Indu, Targu Lapus) si Codru (Basesti, Odesti). In timpul
cercetdrii de teren, precum si in urma parcurgerii literaturii de specialitate, au aparut informatii
noi in legatura cu mormintele unor delegati, motiv pentru care echipa de proiect s-a deplasat in
orase din afara judetului Maramures, respectiv Dej (pentru Nicolae Gherman, delegat ales din
partea Cercului electoral Lapus), Oradea (pentru losif Patachi, delegat de drept, Protopopiatul
greco-catolic Ardusat) si Cluj-Napoca (pentru llie Lazar, delegat ales din partea Cercului electoral
Ocna Sugatag). In paralel cu identificarea locurilor de veci s-a realizat si o sustinutd cercetare
pentru descoperirea urmasilor delegatilor (nepoti, stranepoti), abordand astfel si domeniul istoriei
orale.

Parteneri in proiect au fost Muzeul Maramuresan din Sighetu Marmatiei si Asociatia
HistArch Baia Mare, iar echipa proiectului cultural a fost compusa din specialisti ai celor doua
institutii muzeale, respectiv Muzeul Judetean de Istorie si Arheologie Maramures din Baia Mare si
Muzeul Maramuresan din Sighetu Marmatiei, precum si din cadrul organizatiei non-
guvernamentale amintite, cu activitate in domeniul cultural si cu numeroase proiecte culturale si
educationale implementate: Lesiu Oana, muzeograf, coordonator proiect, Rusu Viorel, muzeograf-

1 Proiectul depus de cdtre Muzeul Judetean de Istorie si Arheologie Maramures a fost cofinantat de catre Ministerul
Culturii si Identitatii Nationale prin Programul ACCES CENTENAR, sesiunea 2017, cu suma de 10.500 lei; perioada de
desfasurare a activitatilor a fost octombrie-noiembrie 2017.

2 Numadrul total de delegati alesi si de drept, din actualul judet Maramures, care au participat la Marea Adunare
Nationala de la Alba Iulia din 1 Decembrie 1918 este de 64. Dintre acestia, sapte delegati au reprezentat cercuri electorale
din alte comitate, cuprinse astdzi in alte judete: George Maior, Alexandru Pop, Vasiliu Gavris, Ioan Coste si Simion
Maries au reprezentat Cercul electoral Cehul Silvaniei, iar Petru Fabian si Ioan Busitia, din Maramuresul istoric, au
reprezentat alte cercuri electorale.
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director, consultant de specialitate, Pop Lucia, muzeograf, consultant de specialitate, Marian
Virginia, contabil, responsabil financiar, Somcutean Zamfir, conservator si fotograf in cadrul
proiectului, Todinca Gheorghe, muzeograf-director, consultant de specialitate, Chis Vasile Timur,
muzeograf, consultant de specialitate, Pralea Alin Spriridon, muzeograf, consultant de specialitate.

Cercetarea de teren din Maramuresul istoric s-a finalizat cu localizarea si identificarea a 13
morminte si cu descoperirea a doi urmasi (nepoti si stranepoti) ai unor delegati oficiali. In zonele
Chioar, Codru si Lapus au fost localizate si identificate 15 morminte si au fost descoperiti 12
urmasi (nepoti si stranepoti) ai unor delegati de drept si alesi. Un alt rezultat al acestei cercetdri a
fost crearea unei baze de date cu informatiile culese pe teren, muzeografii elaborand intr-o etapa
pregatitoare a proiectului o Fisa biografica care s-a completat la fata locului; ulterior, acest material
documentar a fost valorificat in expozitia itinerantd ,Maramureseni la Alba Iulia. 1 Decembrie
1918”. Baza de date cuprinde informatii referitoare la 53 de delegati de drept si alesi, care au
participat la Marea Adunare Nationald de la Alba Iulia din 1 Decembrie 1918, de pe teritoriul
actualului judet Maramures (29 delegati din Maramuresul istoric si 24 delegati din zonele Chioar,
Codru si Lapus). Pe tot parcursul proiectului a existat o stransa colaborare intre echipa proiectului
si preotii-parohi, membrii comunitatilor locale, urmasii delegatilor si reprezentantii autoritatilor
publice locale.

Pentru ca rezultatele cercetarii de teren sa fie accesibile publicului, in mod special in aceastd
perioadd premergdtoare sarbatoririi Centenarului Marii Uniri, cel de-al doilea obiectiv al
proiectului a fost valorificarea informatiilor si a patrimoniului mobil cu valoare memoriald, din
colectiile muzeale, precum si din colectii particulare, prin expozitia foto-documentard itineranta
»~Maramureseni la Alba Iulia. 1 Decembrie 1918”. Astfel, echipa proiectului a urmarit, pe de o
parte, constientizarea membrilor comunitatilor locale, precum si a autoritatilor publice locale
asupra rolului important pe care l-au avut acesti delegati, adevarate modele pentru cei care i-au
imputernicit sa-i reprezinte la Alba Iulia pe 1 Decembrie 1918, pe de altd parte, sd tragd un semnal
de alarma asupra starii fizice (degradare, mizerie etc.) a unor morminte, in mod special in cazul
delegatilor fard urmasi. Evenimentul de deschidere a expozitiei foto-documentare3, filmat si
inregistrat, a avut un impact deosebit asupra celor prezenti datorita marturiilor urmasilor (nepoti
si stranepoti), pretioase secvente de istorie orala: doamna Mariana Costin, nepoata lui Titus
Ciortea (Targu Lapus), doamna Margareta Balc, nepoata lui Vasile Selagean (Seini), doamna Doina
Pasca, sotia nepotului lui Lazar Pasca (Laschia), domnul Gheorghe Fit, stranepot pe linie materna
al lui Atanasie Demian (Negreia), doamna Rodica Sofonea, nepoata lui Emil Dragomir (Copalnic
Mandstur), domnii Vasile Pop si dr. Gheorghe Gherghel, nepoti ai lui Pante Pagca (Fauresti).
Amintim, de asemenea, numele colaboratorilor care s-au implicat in cercetarea de teren si
adunarea de informatii, inainte si in timpul deruldrii proiectului: doamna profesoara Liana
Pogdcias care ne-a furnizat informatii despre doi delegati oficiali din Somcuta Mare (George
Radocia si Grigore Birle), doamna Aurelia Tibil, nepoata lui Ioan Tibil din Posta, delegat oficial din
partea Cercului electoral Somcuta Mare, Arhimandrit dr. Macarie Motogna, staret al Manastirii
“Sfanta Ana” din Rohia ne-a furnizat informatii despre preotul Nicolae Gherman, domnul Vasile
Pop ne-a furnizat informatii despre Demetriu Canta din localitatea Tautii de Sus, domnul
Gheorghe Branzei, ne-a furnizat informatii despre Nicolae Barbul si despre familia acestuia din
Mocira, doamna Angela Miclea, director Casa Ordseneasca de Cultura Tautii Magherdaus, domnul
Vasile Kraus, viceprimar al orasului Targu Lapus, domnul Octavian Bodea, viceprimar al orasului
Seini, domnul Ioan Calauz, primarul localitatii Basesti.

Rezultatele cercetdrilor de teren, desfasurate in cursul anului 2017, au fost valorificate, prin
realizarea si amplasarea, in anul 2018, in cimitirele unde se afla cele 28 de morminte identificate,
unor insemne memoriale individuale si colective, in cadrul unui proiect cultural amplu si complex,
intitulat ,Recunoastere, recunostintd si respect pentru maramureseni, fauritori ai Romaniei Mari”4.

3 Expozitia a fost vernisatd la sediul Muzeului Judetean de Istorie si Arheologie Maramures din Baia Mare la data de 24
noiembrie 2017.

4 Proiectul cultural ,,Recunoastere, recunostinti si respect pentru maramureseni, fiuritori ai Romaniei Mari” a facut parte din
categoria proiectelor dedicate aniversarii Centenarului Marii Uniri, organizate de Consiliul Judetean Maramures, fiind
evaluat si aprobat de cdtre Comitetul Interministerial pentru Centenar, valoarea finantdrii acordate de Ministerul
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Aceste insemne au fost proiectate si realizate tehnic astfel incat sa dureze in timp si sa constituie un
simbol al aducerii aminte si al omagierii, an de an, a celor care acum 100 de ani au hotdrat pentru
formarea Romaniei Mari.

Prima etapa a proiectului, cea pregdtitoare, a constat in sistematizarea informatiilor in
sensul grupdrii insemnelor memoriale in functie de pozitionarea mormintelor in cimitire si de
gradul de organizare. Astfel, s-au conturat doua categorii de insemne memoriale, respectiv
individuale si colective. Membrii echipei de proiect s-au deplasat, din nou, pe teren pentru
stabilirea locurilor de amplasare a insemnelor memoriale. Pentru buna desfdsurare a acestei
activitati de amplasare si conform procedurilor legale au fost solicitate acordurile de principiu
Episcopiei Ortodoxe Roméane a Maramuresului si Saitmarului si Episcopiei Romane Unite cu Roma,
Greco-Catolicd de Maramures, dupa care au fost solicitate acordurile scrise ale preotilor-parohi din
fiecare localitate. Avand in vedere faptul ca din cele 22 de cimitire un numar de sase se afld in zona
de protectie a bisericilor aflate in patrimoniul UNESCO (unul) si patrimoniul national (cinci) a fost
necesard demararea procedurii de obtinere a avizelor de amplasare monument din partea Directiei
Judetene pentru Culturd Maramures, prin Comisia Zonald a Monumentelor Istorice, precum si de
intocmirea documentatiei in vederea amplasarii insemnelor memoriale in locatiile cu biserici
monument istoric, procedura realizata de catre arhitect Mitru Ildiko de la S.C. 9 OPTIUNE S.R.L.

In a doua etapd a proiectului a fost finalizatd conceptia graficd a insemnelor memoriale,
activitatea presupunand realizarea computerizatd a unui prototip pentru cele doud categorii de
insemne memoriale. Aceste proiecte grafice computerizate au fost realizate de artistul plastic dr.
Aurel Cucu, membru al Uniunii Artistilor Plastici din Romaénia, filiala Maramures, colaborator
apropiat al muzeului.

A treia etapd a presupus realizarea tehnica a celor 22 de insemne memoriale si pentru acest
lucru au fost facute, in prealabil, doud simuldri. Confectionarea insemnelor a fost realizata de firma
S.C. TRIONIC S.R.L. din Baia Mare, firmad cu ai carei reprezentanti s-a derulat o colaborare demna
de a fi amintitd in acest context, inginer Balogh Norbert si Pop Ciprian. Fiecare insemn memorial,
cu dimensiunea de 2000x250x10 mm (indltime-latime-grosime), a beneficiat de un proiect tehnic
pentru fundatie si sistem de ancorare, proiecte executate de firma S.C. Concept Invest SR.L,,
inginer Ciplea Tudor. Insemnele, confectionate din metal (fier) si vopsite in camp electrostatic, au
fost ancorate intr-un postament din beton armat si pozitionate in gropi cu dimensiunile de
40x40x90 cm (lungime-latime-adancime). Textele inscriptionate pe insemne sunt dispuse in trei
registre, astfel: pe insemnul memorial individual, in partea superioard, se citeste: In acest cimitir
este inmormdntat Titus Ciortea (1883-1921). Delegat oficial la Marea Adunare Nationald de la Alba Iulia,
1 Decembrie 1918”, in partea inferioara: , Ministerul Culturii i Identititii Nationale, Consiliul Judetean
Maramures, Muzeul Judetean de Istorie si Arheologie Maramures, Baia Mare, Muzeul Maramuresan
Sighetu Marmatiei”, textul acesta fiind urmat de sigla Centenarul Marii Uniri si de datare, respectiv 1
Decembrie 2018. Insemnul memorial colectiv a fost conceput astfel, in partea superioara: ,In acest
cimitir sunt inmormantati Aurel Nilvan (1877-1923), Alexandru Nilvan (1887-1944), George Radocia
(1875-1932). Delegati oficiali la Marea Adunare Nationald de la Alba Iulia, 1 Decembrie 1918”, in partea
inferioara: , Ministerul Culturii si Identititii Nationale, Consiliul Judetean Maramures, Muzeul Judetean
de Istorie si Arheologie Maramures, Baia Mare, Muzeul Maramuresan Sighetu Marmatiei”, text urmat de
sigla Centenarul Marii Uniri si de datare, respectiv 1 Decembrie 2018.

Deoarece trei dintre delegatii alesi pentru a reprezenta Cercul electoral Teceu isi au locul de
veci in Cimitirul Vesel din Sapanta, complex funerar inedit, insemnul memorial a fost adaptat la
arhitectura traditionald specificd acestui loc, respectiv o placuta de metal (250x260 mm) prinsa pe
insemnul din lemn pictat, acesta fiind realizat de Dumitru Pop Tincu, sculptor in lemn din
localitatea Sapanta.

Culturii si Identitdtii Nationale fiind de 80.000 lei; perioada de desfasurare a proiectului a fost 16 iulie-31 decembrie 2018.
Echipa proiectului: Lesiu Oana, muzeograf, coordonator proiect, Rusu Viorel, muzeograf-director, consultant de
specialitate, Pop Lucia, muzeograf, consultant de specialitate, Somcutean Zamfir, conservator si fotograf in cadrul
proiectului, Marian Virginia, contabil, responsabil financiar (toti de la Muzeul Judetean de Istorie si Arheologie
Maramures, Baia Mare), Todinca Gheorghe, muzeograf-director, consultant de specialitate, Chis Vasile Timur,
muzeograf, consultant de specialitate (de la Muzeul Maramuresan din Sighetu Marmatiei).
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In ultima etapd a proiectului, cea mai dificild si ,ineditd”, o noud provocare pentru
muzeografi, echipei de proiect i s-a aldturat o alta, de ingineri si muncitori, de la firma S.C.
RUSTIC SRL, economist Cusner Cornel, specialist in lemn atestat de Ministerul Culturii, inginer
Vida Sorin, Paizos Ioan, Coman Ionel Viorel, Bolocan Cornel, Ghetie Danut, Bizo Maftei, Maris
Ioan, impreuna cu care, in conditii meteorologice de cele mai multe ori nefavorabile, s-a realizat
amplasarea in cimitire a insemnelor memoriale individuale si colective. Desi initial se stabilise
locul de amplasare pentru fiecare insemn, au fost situatii in care, din motive obiective, metoda de
montare a trebuit regandita si rezolvata ad hoc.

Pe parcursul deruldrii proiectului, echipa de proiect s-a bucurat de deschiderea si sprijinul
preotilor-parohi, slujitori ai lui Dumnezeu cu un important rol in dezvoltarea spirituald, culturala
si educationald a comunitatilor locale: Pr. Medisan Marius Victor, Biserica de zid cu hramul
,Adormirea Maicii Domnului” Valea Borcutului, Baia Mare, Pr. Cosma Radu, Biserica ,Sfantul
Mucenic Gheorghe” Seini, Pr. Protopop Butean Vasile, Biserica cu hramul ,,Tnél;area Domnului”
Somcuta Mare, Protopopiatul Chioar, Pr. Cinta Mircea, Biserica cu hramul , Preasfanta Inima a lui
Isus si Inima Imaculatd a Mariei” Mocira, Pr. Pop Cosmin, Biserica cu hramul ,Nasterea Sfantului
Ioan Botezdtorul” Hideaga, Pr. Pop Vasile Daniel, Biserica cu hramul ,,Sfantul Anton de Padova”
Basesti, Pr. Mihali Adrian, Biserica de zid cu hramul ,, Duminica Tuturor Sfintilor” Tdutii de Sus,
Pr. Tdmas Dorin-Rares, Biserica de lemn cu hramul ,Sfantul Prooroc Ilie Tesviteanul”, monument
istoric din patrimoniul national, Posta, Pr. Protopop Mihnea Gheorghe, Biserica cu hramul
»~Adormirea Maicii Domnului” Copalnic Mdndstur, Protopopiatul Mandstur, Pr. Hodis loan Silviu
Albu, Biserica de zid cu hramul ,Buna Vestire” Targu Lapus, Pr. Gligan Dumitru, Biserica de lemn
cu hramul , Nasterea Maicii Domnului”, monument istoric din patrimoniul national, Laschia, Pr.
Simon Stefan, Biserica cu hramul ,Nasterea Maicii Domnului” Berbesti, Pr. Protopop Pop Vasile
Aurel, Biserica cu hramul ,, Adormirea Maicii Domnului” Sighetu Marmatiei, Protopopiatul Sighet,
Pr. Hapca Gheorghe, Biserica cu hramul , Bunavestire” Viseu de Sus, Pr. Hojda Gavrila, Biserica cu
hramul ,,Tnéljcarea Sfintei Cruci” Viseu de Jos, Pr. Santa lustin, Biserica cu hramul ,Sfantul
Nicolae” Viseu de Jos, Pr. Pop Petru Florin, Biserica cu hramul , Adormirea Maicii Domnului”
Petrova, Pr. Brici Dinu Horatiu, Biserica de lemn ,Nasterea Fecioarei” monument istoric din
patrimoniul mondial UNESCO, leud Deal, Pr. Protopop Codrea Vasile, Biserica de lemn cu hramul
~Nasterea Maicii Domnului”, monument istoric din patrimoniul national, Ieud Vale, Protopopiatul
Iza-Viseu, Pr. Lutai Grigore si Pr. Lutai Leon Iustin, Biserica cu hramul ,Nasterea Maicii
Domnului”, in zona de protectie a Cimitirului Vesel din Sdpanta, Pr. Protopop Iusco Vasile si Pr.
Codrea loan, Biserica de lemn cu hramul ,, Adormirea Maicii Domnului”, monument istoric din
patrimoniul national, Calinesti-Susani, Protopopiatul Sighet.

Un gand de multumire si de recunostinta din partea echipei de proiect se indreaptd si spre
acei oameni apartindnd comunitatilor in care au fost amplasate insemnele memoriale si de
sprijinul cdrora ne-am bucurat: doamna Anuta Pop, director al Centrului Cultural-Social Viseu de
Sus, domnul Ioan Muresan din Fiuresti, fost consilier local, doamna Mariuca Verdes din Calinesti,
interpretd de muzicd populara si religioasa.

Mentionam faptul ca, pe parcursul deruldrii proiectului membrii echipei, au trait in egala
masurd, sentimentul uimirii, constatand realitatea crudd a trecerii in uitare, extrem de repede, a
unor oameni care au fdcut istorie, cat si sentimentul pldacut al misiunii implinite vazand
multumirea si recunostinta comunitatilor locale fatd de demersul nostru, comunitati acum mandre
de eroii sdi. Amintim aici cazul din Calinesti. Ne-a impresionat faptul cd membri ai familiei lui
George Nemnis au facut tot posibilul pentru a amenaja morméntul (pand atunci nearanjat) si a-i
pune o cruce la capataiul celui care a fost ales acum 100 de ani sd mearga la Alba Iulia si sa spuna
DA pentru Unire.

De o mare complexitate, proiectul cultural , Recunoastere, recunostintd si respect pentru
maramureseni, fauritori ai Romaniei Mari”, unic prin continutul sau in Romaénia, lasd pentru
posteritate simboluri memoriale care, an de an, vor readuce in mijlocul comunitatilor locale
cinstirea binemeritata a eroilor lor si ai tuturor.
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In acelasi context, al celebririi Centenarului Unirii, Muzeul Judetean de Istorie si
Arheologie Maramures a derulat, in anul 2018, alte proiecte si activitdti circumscrise aceleasi arii
tematice, referindu-ne succint, in cele ce urmeazd, la doud dintre acestea.

Proiectul cultural ,,George Pop de Basesti si Marea Unire a Roménilor”5, pe langa valentele
sale istorice are si o conotatie emotionald, in sensul in care, romanii din aceste parti trdiesc un
adanc sentiment de méandrie datorat faptului ca, acum 100 de ani, Marea Adunare Nationald de la
Alba Iulia, a fost onorific prezidata de marele om politic George Pop de Basesti, originar din
comuna Basesti, judetul Maramures.

Scopul imediat al acestui proiect a fost organizarea unei noi expozitii documentar-istorice
in incinta Casei memoriale ,George Pop de Basesti” din localitatea Basesti, expozitie deschisa
publicului vizitator la data de 30 octombrie 2018.

Expozitia oferd informatii cu privire la procesul istoric de formare a Romaniei Mari, context
in care este scos in evidenta rolul important pe care George Pop de Basesti (1835-1919), lider politic
al romanilor din Transilvania, l-a avut in miscarea pentru unitatea nationald®. In circuitul
expozitional, ca o marturie a contributiei maramuregenilor la formarea Romaniei moderne, un loc
important il ocupa galeria delegatilor alesi si de drept la Marea Adunare Nationalad de la Alba Iulia
din ziua de 1 Decembrie 1918, din actualul judet Maramures. Datorita faptului cd, in perioada
respectivd, zona Codru fdcea parte din judetul (comitatul) Sdlaj, am considerat oportun sa {i
readucem in memoria colectiva si pe delegatii alesi din partea Cercului electoral Cehul Silvaniei,
dintre care unii isi dorm somnul de veci in localitatea Basesti sau in imprejurimi.

Sunt puse la dispozitie informatii referitoare la viata si activitatea lui George Pop de
Basesti, vizitatorul afland, astfel, evenimentele mai importante din viata tribunului, dintre care
unele sunt detaliate prin intermediul textelor, a imaginilor si a reproducerilor documentare. O
atentie deosebitd este acordatd Miscarii memorandiste a romanilor din Transilvania si Ungaria
(1892-1895), deoarece George Pop de Basesti a avut un rol esential in desfasurarea acelor momente
istorice de mare importantd pentru natiunea romand, fiind evidentiatd si contributia locald,
respectiv a locuitorilor din Basesti.

In acelasi context de informare documentara este abordat rolul familiei George Pop de
Basesti, atat prin intermediul imaginilor cat si a documentelor pdstrate in colectiile Muzeului

5 Proiectul cultural , George Pop de Bisesti si Marea Unire a Romdnilor” face parte din categoria proiectelor dedicate
Centenarului Marii Uniri, depuse de cdtre Consiliul Judetean Maramures si aprobate de Guvernul Roméaniei prin
Comitetul Interministerial pentru Centenar. Valoarea finantdrii acordate de Ministerul Culturii si Identitatii Nationale a
fost de 26.900 lei, iar perioada de desfasurare a fost 1 august - 30 octombrie 2018. Echipa proiectului: muzeograf Pop
Lucia, coordonator proiect, Dobrican Monica, conservator, Somcutean Zamfir, conservator, economist Marian Virginia,
responsabil financiar, Pop Cilin, conducitor auto.

6 Principalele etape ale proiectului au constat in elaborarea Planului Tematic, proiectarea digitald a expozitiei, executarea
modulelor de expunere si reconditionarea vitrinelor de lemn existente, asamblarea si montarea expozitiei in spatiul din
incinta muzeului memorial din localitatea Basesti si intrarea expozitiei in circuitul de vizitare. Prima etapd, cea
pregititoare, prevazutd in calendarul evenimentelor pentru luna august a fost finalizatda prin intocmirea Planului
Tematic pentru expozitia documentar-istoricd ,George Pop de Basesti si Marea Unire a Romanilor” din incinta casei
memoriale. Aceastd activitate a cuprins o documentare privind viata si activitatea liderului politic George Pop de Basesti
(1835-1919), pentru a redacta textele de prezentare si a stabili imaginile care vor ilustra aceastd expozitie. Planul
desfasurat al expunerii cuprinde trei segmente principale, structurate in noud module de expunere, cu titluri, astfel incat,
la final, este creatd imaginea de ansamblu asupra activitatii si actiunilor intreprinse si a contributiei lui George Pop de
Béasesti la realizarea idealului de unire a tuturor romanilor intre granitele aceluiasi stat national. A doua etapd a
proiectului, cea de proiectare digitald a expozitiei s-a desfasurat pe parcursul lunii septembrie si a presupus mai multe
activitati: fotografierea si/sau scanarea tuturor imaginilor prevdzute in Planul Tematic al expozitiei din literatura de
specialitate, precum si a documentelor originale din patrimoniul Muzeului Judetean de Istorie si Arheologie care sunt
prezente atat in expunere cat si in vitrinele cuprinse in acest ansamblu de prezentare; deplasarea la Casa memoriald
pentru stabilirea locurilor definitive ale vitrinelor si modulelor de expunere si pentru hotdrarea structurii si a
dimensiunilor acestora. In aceeasi perioada au fost date in lucru cele cinci vitrine de lemn spre reconditionare (vitrine
existente in forma actuald de expunere), precum si cele noud module cu structurd metalicd, avind dimensiunile de
100/270/40 cm, din forex si autocolant pe fatd si sistem led de iluminare.

Pasul urmdtor a fost definitivarea printurilor cu materialul de prezentare previzut in Planul Tematic al expozitiei. In
prima jumdtate a lunii octombrie 2018 s-au confectionat modulele de expunere si au fost reconditionate vitrinele
existente, iar pana la sfarsitul lunii s-a desfdsurat montarea modulelor de expunere. Vernisajul expozitiei s-a desfasurat,
conform calendarului asumat, la data de 30 octombrie 2018.
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Judetean de Istorie si Arheologie Maramures. Urmatorul grupaj informational aduce in fata
vizitatorului evenimente desfasurate in perioada anterioara Marii Uniri, respectiv cele petrecute
intre anii 1914-1918. Pentru a contura o imagine de ansamblu asupra perioadei amintite sunt
reliefate momentele cele mai importante, respectiv, declansarea Marelui Radzboi, in vara anului
1914, intrarea Romaniei in rdzboi de partea Antantei, dupa doi ani de neutralitate, in august 1916,
Unirea Basarabiei si Bucovinei cu Romania, in martie, respectiv noiembrie 1918. Este urmadrit firul
evolutiei politice, rolul important al Partidului National Roman, al carui presedinte a fost, din anul
1902, George Pop de Bdsesti, rolul Consiliului National Romén Central in pregatirea si
desfasurarea Marii Adundri Nationale de la Alba Iulia din ziua de 1 Decembrie 1918, prezidate de
George Pop de Basesti. O bund parte din materialul documentar este expus in cele cinci vitrine:
scrisori din corespondenta lui George Pop de Basesti cu Alimpiu Barboloviciu, vicar al Silvaniei,
documente din arhiva familiei, procese verbale si credentionale de participare la Marea Adunare
Nationald de la Alba Iulia sau ,Drumul la Alba Iulia” relatat in paginile ziarului ,Sfatul” aparut la
Sighet, la data de 7/20 decembrie 1918.

Un alt proiect al institutiei noastre s-a intitulat ,,Centenarul Unirii 1918-2018. Maramuresul
inainte si dupa Marea Unire a Romanilor” si a constat in organizarea unei sesiuni stiintifice de
comunicari, la data de 2 noiembrie 20187. Scopul comunicarilor prezentate a fost acela de a reliefa
contributia importanta a tinuturilor istorice Chioar, Codru, Lapus si Maramuresul istoric la
fdurirea Romaniei Mari, precum si a rolului personalitdtilor locale in desfdsurarea evenimentelor
de acum 100 de ani. La eveniment au participat cercetatori stiintifici, istorici, muzeografi, profesori
de istorie si specialisti din institutii de culturd ale judetelor Satu Mare, Alba, Cluj, Brasov, Sibiu si
Maramures, care au sustinut 25 de comunicari stiintifice, acestea urmand sa fie publicate intr-un
volum care va apdrea in cadrul seriei Bibliotheca Marmatia, editate de catre Muzeul Judetean de
Istorie si Arheologie Maramures.

Delegatii alesi si de drept la Marea Adunare Nationald de la Alba Iulia
1 Decembrie 1918
(din actualul judet Maramures)

Delegati alesi:

Cercul electoral Baia Mare: Teofil Dragos (1874-1934), delegat titular, Alexiu Pokol (1871/1872-
1935), delegat titular, Nicolae Barbul (1879-1946), delegat titular, Demetriu Canta/Dumitru Chince
(1866-1942), delegat titular, Vasile Seldgean (1874-1931), delegat titular, Simion Marcu, delegat
supleant.

Cercul electoral Somcuta Mare: Atanasie Demian (1859-1929), delegat titular, loan Tibil (1883-
1954), delegat titular, Aurel Nilvan (1877-1923), delegat titular, George Radocia (1875-1932),
delegat titular, Grigore Birle (1882-1943), delegat titular.

Cercul electoral Lapus: Titus Ciortea (1883-1921), delegat titular, Nicolae Gherman (1877-1959)
delegat titular, Sigismund Lenghel (1864-1944), delegat titular, Emil Dragomir (1882-1959) delegat

7 Proiectul cultural ,Centenarul Unirii 1918-2018. Maramuresul inainte si dupd Marea Unire a Romadnilor” face parte din
aceeasi categorie a proiectelor dedicate aniversdrii Centenarului Marii Uniri, organizate de Consiliul Judetean
Maramures in cooperare cu Muzeul Judetean de Istorie si Arheologie Maramures, cu sprijinul financiar al Ministerului
Culturii si Identitatii Nationale, valoarea finantarii fiind de 18.000 lei. Sesiunea stiintificd de comunicéari, desfasurata la
data de 2 noiembrie 2018, a avut doud momente principale: deschiderea oficiald (orele 10.00-12.00) in sala ,Bogdan
Voda” a Consiliului Judetean Maramures si prezentarea comunicarilor stiintifice (orele 14.00-19.45) in sala de conferinte
a hotelului Europa Baia Mare. Deschiderea oficiald a avut urmétoarea desfasurare: mesaje de deschidere din partea
organizatorilor, o conferintd in plen pe tema , Vasile Lucaciu si Marea Unire”, sustinutd de CSI dr. Simion Retegan de la
Institutul de Istorie ,George Baritiu” Cluj-Napoca al Academiei Romane si cinci prezentari de carte. In partea a doua a
sesiunii (intre orele 14.00-19.45) au fost sustinute un numar de 25 de comunicari stiintifice. La eveniment au participat
cercetdtori stiintifici, istorici, muzeografi, profesori de istorie si specialisti din institutii de culturé ale judetelor Satu Mare,
Alba, Cluj, Brasov, Sibiu si Maramures. Coordonatorul proiectului a fost dr. Marius Campeanu, muzeograf, seful Sectiei
Istorie din cadrul muzeului bdiméarean.
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titular, Grigoriu Roman (1869-?), delegat supleant, Lazar Pasca (1887-1963), delegat supleant, Pante
Pasca (1877-1953), delegat supleant.

Garda Nationald Romana si Reuniunea de invatatori:

Coriolan Bohatiel (1885-1945), Garda Nationald Romana din comitatul Satmar, Alexandru Schiller
(?-?), Garda Nationald Romana din comitatul Satmar, Alexandru Nilvan (1887-1944), Reuniunea
invatatorilor greco-catolici din comitatele Satmar si Ugocea.

Delegati de drept:

Andrei Ludu (1877-?), Protopopiatul ortodox Cetatea de Piatra, losif Patachi (1872-1952),
Protopopiatul greco-catolic Ardusat, Alexandru Breban (1876-1944), Protopopiatul greco-catolic
Baia Mare, Gavril Muste (1880-?), Protopopiatul greco-catolic Lapus.

Delegati alesi:

Cercul electoral Sighet: Mihail Dan (1884-1968), delegat titular, Ilie Filip (1885-1933), delegat
titular, George Barlea (1885-1936), delegat titular, Vasile Mih (?-?), delegat titular, Vasile Chindris
(1881-1947), delegat titular.

Cercul electoral Ocna Sugatag: George Mois (1884-1940), delegat titular, George Nemnis (Nemes)
(1874?-19457?), delegat titular, Iuliu Ardelean (1888-1953), delegat titular, Emil Fucec (1886-1980),
delegat titular, Ilie Lazar (1895-1976), delegat titular.

Cercul electoral Viseu-Iza: Artemiu Anderco (1882-1932), delegat titular, Alexiu Dragomir (1875-
1940), delegat supleant, Ion Iusco Dolhutiu (?-1930), delegat titular, Mihai Costea (1886-1970),
delegat supleant, Gavril Coman (1883-1952), delegat titular, Vasile Timis Filipan (1892-1984),
delegat titular, Vasile Ples Vasilicu (1885-1923), delegat titular.

Cercul electoral Teceu: Simion Balea (1863-1938), delegat titular, Toader Pop al lui Ioan (1889-
1923), delegat titular, Ioan Stan Mihdiescu (1854-1928), delegat titular, Stet Ioan a lui George (1885-
1948), delegat titular, Pop Ioan a Tomii (1875-1949), delegat titular.

Garda Nationald Romana si Reuniunea de invatatori:

Florentin Biltiu Dancus (1895-1964), Garda Nationald Roména din comitatul Maramures, lIoan
Ivanciuc (?-?), Garda Nationala Romana din comitatul Maramures, Aurel Szabo (Sabo) (1872-?),
Garda Nationala Romana din comitatul Maramures, Ion Biltiu Dancus (1892-1952), Reuniunea
invatdtorilor romani din comitatul Maramures, Grigore Ciple (Tiplea) (1884-1952), Reuniunea
invatatorilor romani din comitatul Maramures.

Delegati de drept:

Petru Barlea (1853-1927), Protopopiatul greco-catolic Mara.

Delegati ai Cercului electoral Cehul Silvaniei: George Pop de Basesti (1835-1919), presedinte al
Marii Adunari Nationale de la Alba Iulia, 1 Decembrie 1918, presedinte al Marelui Sfat National
Romaén, Vasiliu Gavris (1857-1937), Ioan Coste (1880-1949), George Maior (1862-1936), Alexandru
Pop de Basesti (1877-1929), Alexandru Vaida (1894-1943), supleanti: Vasile Falaus (1886-1971),
Simion Maries (?-?).

Delegati care au reprezentat alte cercuri electorale: Petru Fabian (1867-1924), Ioan Busitia (1875-
1953)8.

8 Pentru datele biografice ale delegatilor au fost consultate, in principal, lucrdrile Dictionarul personalititilor Unirii. Trimisii
romdnilor transilvianeni la Marea Adunare Nationald de la Alba Iulia, coord. Ioan I. Serban, Alba Iulia, 2003 si Contemporani cu
Marea Unire de la 1 Decembrie 1918. Contributia maramuregenilor la savdrsirea si desavdrsirea Unirii, coord. Klara Guseth, Baia
Mare, 2018.
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Romania’s Great Union Centenary, 1918-2018
Honor and gratitude to those who made Great Romania
Contributions to a better knowledge of local history

(Abstract)

The History and Archeology Maramures County Museum is one of the public cultural
institutions for which the projects and activities around the celebration of Romania’s Great Union
Centenary were priorities between 2017-2018. The assumed strategy aimed cultural projects that
appreciate the heritage of the people from Maramures County, who made possible the Great
Union of 1 December 1918. The cultural projects , Maramuregeni in Alba Iulia. 1 Decembrie 1918”
from 2017 and , Recunoastere, recunostinti si respect pentru maramureseni, fauritori ai Romaniei Mari”
from 2018, through an extensive field research carried out in partnership with the Maramures
Museum of Sighetu Marmatiei, delineated a database with people and biographies, discovered
successors and their stories, graves and memorial tokens, in all the four historical areas of present-
day Maramures County (Chioar, Codru, Lapus and the Maramures). The project team, both in
2017 and in 2018, has benefitted from and highly appreciated the support of representatives of
different institutions but also of members from the local communities, some of whom had the
opportunity to discover their local heroes. Two other cultural projects, namely , George Pop de
Bisesti si Marea Unire a Romdnilor”, a documentary exhibition inside the Memorial House from
Basesti and “Centenarul Unirii 1918-2018. Maramuresul inainte si dupd Marea Unire a Romanilor”, a
scientific lecture, underlined the important role of local personalities in the events of 1918.
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Lista fotografii:

Plansga I:
Foto 1, 2: Acordul de principiu incheiat intre Muzeul Judetean de Istorie si Arheologie Maramures

si Episcopia Ortodoxd Romana a Maramuresului si Sdtmarului;
Foto 3, 4: Acordul de principiu incheiat intre Muzeul Judetean de Istorie si Arheologie Maramures
si Episcopia Romand Unitd cu Roma, Greco-Catolica de Maramures;

Plansa II:
Foto 1: Acordul preotului paroh Brici Dinu Horatiu, leud-Deal, pentru amplasare insemn memorial;

Foto 2: Acordul preotului Lutai Grigore, Sapanta, pentru amplasare insemn memorial;
Foto 3: Acordul preotului paroh Gligan Dumitru, Laschia, pentru amplasare insemn memorial;
Foto 4: Acordul preotului paroh Hodis Silviu, Targu Lapus, pentru amplasare insemn memorial;

Plansa III:
Foto 1: Acordul preotului paroh Pop Cosmin, Hideaga, pentru amplasare insemn memorial;

Foto 2: Acordul preotului paroh Medisan Marius Victor, Valea Borcutului, Baia Mare, pentru
amplasare insemn memorial;

Foto 3: Acordul preotului Protopop Butean Vasile, Somcuta Mare, pentru amplasare insemn
memorial;

Foto 4: Acordul preotului paroh Pop Vasile Daniel, Basesti, pentru amplasare insemn memorial;

Plansa IV:
Foto 1, 2: Aviz amplasare monument ,Recunoastere si recunostinta pentru fauritorii Romaniei

Mari”, Biserica de lemn ,,Nasterea Maicii Domnului”, leud - Deal;
Foto 3, 4: Proiect tehnic pentru fundatie si sistem de ancorare;

Plansa V:
Foto 1,2,3: Graficd insemn memorial, artist plastic dr. Aurel Cucu;

Plansa VI:
Foto 1, 2: Insemn memorial George Pop de Basesti, Basesti

Foto 3: Insemn memorial Titus Ciortea, Targu Lapus
Foto 4: Insemn memorial Lazadr Pasca, Laschia

Plansa VII:
Foto 1: Insemn memorial Pante Pasca, Fiuresti

Foto 2: Insemn memorial Emil Dragomir, Copalnic Manastur
Foto 3: Insemn memorial Alexiu Pokol, Baia Mare
Foto 4: Insemn memorial Teofil Dragos, Hideaga

Plansa VIII:
Foto 1: Insemn memorial Nicolae Barbul, Mocira

Foto 2: Insemn memorial Vasile Seldgean, Seini

Foto 3: Insemn memorial Toan Tibil, Posta

Foto 4: Insemn memorial Aurel Nilvan, Alexandru Nilvan, George Radocia, Somcuta Mare.
Imagine de la slujba de pomenire a celor trei delegati si de sfintire a insemnului memorial,
6 aprilie 2019.

Plansa IX:
Foto 1: Insemn memorial Demetriu Canta, Tautii de Sus

Foto 2: Insemn memorial Ton Tusco Dolhutiu, Viseu de Sus
Foto 3: Insemn memorial Mihai Costea, Viseu Jos
Foto 4: Insemn memorial Gavril Coman, Viseu de Jos
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Plansa X:
Foto 1: Insemn memorial Grigore Ciple, Petrova

Foto 2: Insemn memorial Artemiu Anderco, leud-Deal
Foto 3: Insemn memorial Vasile Chindris, Ieud-Vale
Foto 4: Insemn memorial Ioan Stan Mih&iescu, loan Stet a lui George, Ioan Pop a Tomii, Sapanta

Plansa XI:
Foto 1: Insemn memorial George Nemnis, Calinesti-Susani

Foto 2: Insemn memorial Petru Barlea, Berbesti
Foto 3: Insemn memorial Simion Balea si Emil Fucec, Sighetu Marmatiei
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Prescurtari bibliografice - Bibliographische Abkiirzungen - Bibliographical abbreviations

ArheoVest
ArhMold

CultCivDunadrea de Jos

Dacia / Dacia N.S.

Marmatia

Materiale

MemAntiq

SCIV (A)

StCom Satu Mare

ArheoVest. Asociatia ArheoVest, Timisoara

Arheologia Moldovei. Academia Romand, Institutul de
Arheologie, Iasi

Cultura si Civilizatie la Dunarea de Jos. Muzeul Dunarii de
Jos, Calarasi

Dacia. Recherches et Découvertes Archéologiques en
Roumanie, Bucuresti; Dacia N.S. Revue d’Archéologie et
d’Histoire Ancienne. Academia Roméana, Institutul de
Arheologie , Vasile Parvan”, Bucuresti

Marmatia. Muzeul Judetean de Istorie si Arheologie
Maramures, Baia Mare

Materiale si Cercetdri Arheologice. Academia Romand,
Institutul de Arheologie , Vasile Parvan”, Bucuresti

Memoria Antiquitatis. Complexul Muzeal Judetean Neamt,
Piatra Neamt

Studii si Cercetdri de Istorie Veche (si Arheologie). Academia
Romand, Institutul de Arheologie , Vasile Parvan”, Bucuresti

Studii si Comunicari Satu Mare. Muzeul Judetean Satu Mare,
Satu Mare
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